
 

1 

Contact the editor 

msack@verizon.net 

Michelle Sack PO Box 1182 

Waldorf , MD 20604  

The Network News 
“Friends Keeping In Touch via Amateur Radio and RV’s”                

 August 2020 

Special points of 

interest: 

Nets, virtual expos, 

 

Inside this issue: 

Net manager report 2 

Down memory lane 15 

Practice questions 14 

Rally news 17 

RV tips 21 

Deputy docket 4 

  

Fall Rally Cancelled 
 

All events that involve larger gatherings have been post-
poned in the Faribault Minnesota area until next year. This 
includes the Defeat of Jessie James Day's and activities at 
the Rice County Fairgrounds.  Hopefully, we can have a 
rally next year. Dave and Sue 

 

                            

 

Condolences to  

Pat Ryan N9JIX                                                                                                               

Net Manager 

     On the loss of her brother   
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Deputy Net Manager Report 

I am writing a report this month instead of Pat.  Please keep her in your 
prayers as she deals with the passing of her brother. 

 
We are probably all tired of it, but without a doubt, the biggest news this 
quarter is still COVID-19 and how it has affected all of our lives.  As Hams 
and RVers we get hit on both fronts since most of our events involve social 

gatherings.  Hamfests have been cancelled all over the world and even 
Field Day had to change the rules in order to maintain participation.   RV 
Rallies of all sizes were cancelled and even camping has been banned in 
some areas causing problems for folks who were "on the road" and for full-

time RVers who had no place to "shelter in place".  Selene and I were fortu-
nate enough to have long term camping reservations already in place that 
were not forced to cancel, but we did have to move a couple of times, each 

time requiring a 14-day self-quarantine.  We had commitments for 
"Workamping" during the summer months at a campground on Silver Lake 
in Michigan.  The campground had to delay opening due to the restrictions 
but once they were allowed to open the campground filled up quickly. 

 
Luckily, virtual (online) participation via online conferencing is not really 
new to Ham Radio.  Several "podcasts" have been around for years, so 

with the current situation many clubs and organizations are now holding 
various "virtual" events online.  As mentioned above, ARRL made changes 
in the Field Day rules to allow individual participation to be counted in club 
scores so that clubs did not have large Field Day gatherings - not as good 

as the real thing but certainly better than cancelling Field Day as some had 
expected.  ARRL has also sanctioned the "QSO Today Virtual Ham Expo" 
on the weekend of August 8/9.  A quick search online for "Virtual Hamfest" 
finds many such events are being held as virtual events this year. 

 
Many clubs, including several of which I either am a current or past mem-
ber, have been conducting very successful virtual meetings.  In fact, some 

proposals have been made to retain the online aspects even after re-
strictions are removed or relaxed.   They now plan to conduct in-person 
meetings but also have virtual participation over one of the free video con-
ferencing applications available today.  

(Continued on page 3) 

http://qsotodayhamexpo.com/
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And as for RVing, the Escapees, FMCA, owners’ clubs, and several 

RV Shows have had "Online Events".  Such events have included mul-
tiple speakers and seminars with the ability for 2-way online participa-
tion so the online attendees could participate with live Q&A.  Those of 
you who attended the 2019 Spring Eyeball Rally may recall we had a 

virtual presentation by the ARRL NC ASM during the rally.  To me, this 
increased availability of virtual participation in meetings is a singular 
positive result of the virus as it has made it possible for me to renew 
old friendships by attending meetings at locations that I am unable to 

visit in-person.  
 
Due to COVID-19 we were unable to have our RVRN spring and fall 

Eyeball rallies this year.  Plans currently are that the 2020 Fall Rally in 
Faribault Minnesota is just being rescheduled for the fall of 2021.   And 
there is some preliminary planning being done for a 2021 Spring Eye-
ball Rally but nothing is definite at this time, and of course nobody 

knows if there will still be restrictions in place by then  - a fact that 
makes firm planning impossible. 
 

There have been a couple of suggestions that the RV Radio Network 
should try some kind of virtual event this fall where our members can 
socialize.  This has been brought to the attention of the Advisory Board 
but no decisions have been made yet.  Stay tuned to the nets and the 

website to see if we will be able to have any kind of activity this year. 
 
73 and STAY SAFE, 
K4HM - Hank 

RV Radio Network Deputy Net Manager 
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Deputy’s Docket 

As this COVID-19 Pandemic stretches out it seems many (most) events 
are still being cancelled, or at least limited.  Every event we had even 
considered attending this year has been canceled and we have constantly 
been either in self-quarantine or at least wearing masks and social-
distancing.  But today we broke stride and went out for dinner.  It was 
the first meal we have eaten outside of our RV in 4 months.  It was noth-
ing fancy but boy did it taste good! 
 
RALLY REPORT: 
RVRN rallies have basically been put on hold until the situation returns to 
something more "normal".  At this time campgrounds with needed facili-
ties are not available and in many cases travel restrictions and self quar-
antine requirements are still in place.   Even just traveling in an RV is dif-
ficult under current conditions.  There are some considerations being 
looked at for a spring 2021 Eyeball Rally, and for the fall 2021 rally Dave 
and Sue Ventura are planning to do the same rally that was planned for 
2020.  
 
We keep hoping to find someone willing to do the leg work of finding a 
rally location and hosting a western rally.  Help is available but it takes 
someone local to find and qualify a location.  
 
NETS: 
Our nets have not suffered from the pandemic, in fact they may actually 
have gained some participation because folks are at home and more 
available to participate in the nets.  The HF net seems to have had some 
better band conditions lately, although overall conditions are still 
down.  But we can always depend on our members for great relays to 
get the job done.  We also have picked up a couple of new NCOs who are 
doing a great job.  Calvin. W4QMT and Dwight, W8TJT have great on-air 
signals and have taken some of the load from the other NCOs.  
 
The Thursday night EchoLink net continues to pick up steam now averag-
ing 15 or more check-ins with several international stations.  The net is 
eld at 8PM Central time each Thursday on the South East Link (SELINK) 
Conference Node.  During the net there are 3 repeaters connected to the 
conference node covering wide areas from the top of Lookout Moun-
tain,  GA and Signal Mountain, TN.   W4EDP, Emmett and the Tri States 
ARC are providing us with access to the repeaters and the conference 
node and it is working great.  We sure do appreciation their support! 
 
 

(Continued on page 5) 
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WEBSITE: 
 
There have not been many visible changes on the website lately, as I 
have been working mostly on improvements to some of the back-end 
processes.  The most visible changes on the website are in upcoming 
events.  I have added some virtual hamfests and RV events as I find 
them.  Many ham clubs and RV organizations are conducting their so-
cial events on various video conferencing internet sites.  I have en-
joyed the ability to renew contact with many old friends in places I 
have lived via these services like Skype and Zoom.  If you know of any 
such events please let me know and I will put them in the Upcoming 
Events column on our website.  
 
And if you have any suggestions of how the RV Radio Network can pro-
vide some social activity for our members please send suggestions to 
the Advisory Board via email to "board@rvradionetwork.com" - or 
simply click the suggestion box on our main web page.  And as always, 
if you have suggested web content or changes please send them to me 
at webmaster@rvradionetwork.com. 
 
MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS: 
One of those back-end processes on the website deals with notifica-
tions that go out each year when membership renewals are due.   If 
you forgot to pay your dues - NOW IS THE TIME to pay them.  This 
month expired members will automatically lose access to the Members 
Only section of the website, and a semi-automatic audit will remove 
expired members email from the RVRN email list. 
 
73 - stay safe and healthy, 
K4HM - Hank 

(Continued from page 4) 

mailto:board@rvradionetwork.com
mailto:webmaster@rvradionetwork.com
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General interest info 

License tests: If anyone is in the Mesa, AZ area for the rest of the year, and is inter-
ested in taking a ham license test, contact Bob Bingham, K9WMP at 480-404-1408 
or email k9wmp@hotmail.com to schedule either an upgrade exam or a test for a 
newbie wanting to get into the hobby.  We are stuck here waiting for doctor appoint-
ments and have a team of VE’s that is available almost at a moments notice.  We 
like to have the exams in the mornings of Monday through Saturday and will furnish 
more information, such as location, when we are contacted.  We are currently testing 
under the Laurel VEC who has a policy of no charge for testing.  When this virus 
problem calms down, we will begin scheduling exams again, usually weekly on Sat-
urdays, but for the next couple of months they are by appointment only and you 
might almost get to pick the day and time. 

Thanks, Bob and Laura Bingham, K9WMP & W9WMP 

The Amateur Radio RVers Digital Voice Net takes place every 
Sunday evening (except a holiday weekend) beginning at 9:00pm ET; 6:00pm PT. 
The net is for technical topics regarding RVing as well as amateur radio topics per-
tinent to RVing. The net topic is announced on Thursdays on both the RV Radio 
Network Echolink as well as a post on the RV Radio Network message center. 
 
Here is the information on how to access the Quadnet Array to listen in or partici-
pate: 
D-STAR Smart Groups (recommended way to access the Array on D-STAR) 
DSTAR1 or DSTAR2 
 
D-STAR Reflectors XRF757A, XRF735A, XLX307D and XLX049D 
 
Brandmeister DMR Talkgroup 31012 
 
DMR Plus talkgroup 320 (on the IPSC2-QuadNet Server) 
 
Yaesu System Fusion 37099 
 
Wires X - Room 45058 
 
For those of you without a digital radio, you can listen through this site:  https://
hose.brandmeister.network/group/31012 
 
From Bob Lewis N8GU, Moderator  

Lighthouses/ Lightships on the air 

The NLLW is going forward as planned on August 8th and 9th.  Follow the local Coronovi-
rus guidance concerning travel and operating a particular light https://arlhs.com/  

.https://www.wlota.com/   

mailto:k9wmp@hotmail.com
https://hose.brandmeister.network/group/31012
https://hose.brandmeister.network/group/31012
https://arlhs.com/events/national-lighthouse-lightship-week-nllw/
https://arlhs.com/
https://www.wlota.com/
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Caution  

don’t make  

this Big Oops 
An RVer in Grand-Falls Windsor, Newfoundland,  started to empty the 
black tank; fortunately, an alert customer noticed...it was a fuel tank 
not a dump. The station attendant immediately cut off the regular fuel 
pumps. All gasoline in the tank was removed, the tank was thoroughly 
cleaned and new gas was put in the tank.  

Check it out at https://www.facebook.com/Grand-Falls-Windsor-North-
Atlantic-653875481389598/  

Walmart drive-in theaters 
https://corporate.walmart.com/newsroom/2020/07/01/walmart-launches-virtual-summer-camp-and-drive-in-movie-

theater-to-help-families-make-the-most-of-summer  

Covid Lockdown effect on seismographs  
 
Some areas dropped by 50%. Go here for some graphs, maps, and a video of 
the seismograph readings.  

 
https://earthsky.org/earth/covid19-lockdown-2020-caused-50-percent-global-reduction-human-linked-earth-vibrations?
utm_source=EarthSky+News&utm_campaign=4e3992a6f4-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_02_02_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c643945d79-4e3992a6f4-395348717 

https://corporate.walmart.com/newsroom/2020/07/01/walmart-launches-virtual-summer-camp-and-drive-in-movie-theater-to-help-families-make-the-most-of-summer
https://corporate.walmart.com/newsroom/2020/07/01/walmart-launches-virtual-summer-camp-and-drive-in-movie-theater-to-help-families-make-the-most-of-summer
https://earthsky.org/earth/covid19-lockdown-2020-caused-50-percent-global-reduction-human-linked-earth-vibrations?utm_source=EarthSky+News&utm_campaign=4e3992a6f4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_02_02_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c643945d79-4e3992a6f4-395348717
https://earthsky.org/earth/covid19-lockdown-2020-caused-50-percent-global-reduction-human-linked-earth-vibrations?utm_source=EarthSky+News&utm_campaign=4e3992a6f4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_02_02_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c643945d79-4e3992a6f4-395348717
https://earthsky.org/earth/covid19-lockdown-2020-caused-50-percent-global-reduction-human-linked-earth-vibrations?utm_source=EarthSky+News&utm_campaign=4e3992a6f4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_02_02_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c643945d79-4e3992a6f4-395348717
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The Lowdown on the Low (Frequencies) 

I've related in previous columns how my first experiences in shortwave listening and AM 

DXing began while I was in junior high school in the mid/late 1960's with a vintage floor model Zenith 

radio. My interest in those activities was rekindled in the mid 1980's when I related to my wife how I 

used to enjoy listening to shortwave radio. Later that year she surprised me on my birthday with a Realis-

tic DX-360 AM/FM/SW/LW receiver. A few months later I discovered "Popular Communications" mag-

azine that further heightened my interest. 

     One thing I knew absolutely nothing about was the long wave band. The DX-360 covered the portion 

of the long wave band from 150 to 265 kHz. As this was 35 years ago, there was no Internet for me to 

research the topic. Fortunately a coworker had some reference books and there was a long wave column 

in PopComm. The long wave band(s) are used for a variety of functions including time stations, weather 

broadcasts, navigation beacons and even some broadcasters in other parts of the world. There is a dedicat-

ed group of listeners who search out these beacons from all parts of the globe. If you'd like to learn more 

about long wave radio, here are some links that may be of interest:      From DXing.com: https://

www.dxing.com/lw.htm   

From Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Longwave and https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Low_frequency 

     Like many other facets of the radio listening hobby, long wave radio has its own specialty group. Here 

in the US, the best known is the LWCA (Long Wave Club of America). 

     The LWCA can be found at: https://www.lwca.net/ and https://www.lwca.net/about_lwca.html 

Realistic DX-360 Long wave band at the bottom of the tuning scale  

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Photo courtesy eBay) 

 

Some scanner frequencies of interest: 

     Chuck Gysi, N2DUP, the editor and publisher of National 

Communications, provided a listing in the May/June 2020 is-

sue of 10 unusual frequencies that those of you who monitor scanners might like to program for some lis-

tening opportunities. They are as follows: 

(Continued on page 9) 

Wireless on the Web  

https://www.dxing.com/lw.htm
https://www.dxing.com/lw.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Longwave
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Low_frequency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Low_frequency
https://www.lwca.net/
https://www.lwca.net/about_lwca.html
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145.800 MHz International Space Station amateur radio 

150.000 MHz (Really anywhere 149.910 to 150.012) A number of satellites use frequencies in this 

range. A listing of satellites utilizing this frequency range, and others, can be found here:  https://

www.zarya.info/Frequencies/Frequencies150.php 

151.625 MHz Itinerant business frequency with many users 

454.000 MHz (Paired with 459.000) this is used for oil spill cleanups 

171.905 MHz (Also 169.505, 170.245, 171.045 and 171.105) Used for wireless microphones. Listen to 

Burger King, McDonalds, Roy Rogers and Taco Bell screw up other people's orders 

47.42 MHz American Red Cross national frequency 

29.600 MHz Amateur radio 10 meter frequency, can be very active when conditions are right. In fact, it 

was very active when I drove in to work this Saturday (May 30th) evening 

462.5625 MHz FRS (Family Radio Service) channel #1 I've been hearing activity on this frequency, 

usually children, who will likely stay active until the batteries run down in their inexpensive handhelds 

123.450 MHz Unofficial chatter by airline pilots 

315.000 MHz Finishing our list is probably the most unusual frequency of all, this low power frequency 

primarily used by garage door openers. If you have a garage door opener, this can alert you to when 

your (Or your nearby neighbor's) garage door is being opened. 

Summer 2020 

     Summer arrives in the northern hemisphere on Saturday, June 20th, at 5:44 PM EDT (Or 2144 GMT, 

if you prefer). Often referred to as "the longest day of the year" it is really a misnomer, there are actual-

ly 11 "longest days of the year" this year, based on the latitude and longitude for La Plata. From June 

16th through 26th we will experience 14 hours and 51 minutes of daylight. On the 27th the length of the 

days start becoming shorter by a minutes or two per day until we reach the winter solstice in December. 

If you'd like to read more about the summer solstice, here's some information from the Farmer's Alma-

nac:  

https://www.almanac.com/content/first-day-summer-summer-solstice 

     That's it for this month. If you have topics you'd like to see covered or have a suggestion for a future 

article, I always welcome input at aa3rt2@verizon.net 

 

73, Art, AA3RT / WQZD805 

 

(Continued from page 8) 

https://www.zarya.info/Frequencies/Frequencies150.php
https://www.zarya.info/Frequencies/Frequencies150.php
https://www.almanac.com/content/first-day-summer-summer-solstice
mailto:aa3rt2@verizon.net
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H ms in Action   
Peru's Radio Club Peruano Amateurs Help Air Ambulance 
 Guillermo Guerra, OA4DTU/XQ3SA, and Giancarlo Passalacqua, OA4DSN assisted an 
air ambulance  that lost satellite communication en route to Easter Island on July 9 The 
pilot tuned to the Peruvian Relief Net on 7100 kHz, detailed its tenuous connection and 
requested support to communicate via telephone with Ocean Air Control. 10 phone calls 
were made and remained in contact with the aircraft until the pilot reported making VHF 
contact with the Easter Island control tower for landing instructions. -- Thanks to Radio 

Club Peruano http://www.arrl.org/news/radio-amateurs-help-air-ambulance 

Propagation as a Matter of Life Or Death 
On May 25, 1928, the airship Dirigible Italia crashed on pack ice northeast of the Svalbard Is-

lands, on its way back from a survey of the North Pole with 16 passengers and crew on board. 

At impact, one person was killed, and the cabin carrying nine people was separated from the 

hydrogen-filled airframe. Six crewmembers on the dirigible structure were never seen again as 

the airship became airborne again. The survivors on the icepack turned to their 5 watt wireless 

set to attempt to tell civilization they needed rescue, but it was only after nine days of trying that 

they were able to get the attention of a radio amateur 1900 km away. 

The recently published article "The Shipwreck of the Airship "Dirigibile Italia" in the 1928 Polar 
Venture: A Retrospective Analysis of the Ionospheric and Geomagnetic Conditions"  

 https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1029/2020SW002459 provides the gripping 
historical context, and tries to answer the questions of why it was so difficult to establish com-
munications for a rescue. Drawing from sources of geophysical data collected at the time, and 
using modern theories of propagation -- including some directly derived from amateur radio ob-
servations -- https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1029/2018SW002008 the au-
thors present data including sunspot count, magnetic flux, and F2 layer height, and take the 
reader through an analysis of the skywave and groundwave paths. 

Ultimately, the authors suggest that groundwave path losses likely exceeded 100dB, leaving 

only the skywave as a potential link. In the initial few days after the crash, the ionospheric path 

was impossible at the frequency being used, due to disturbed conditions. It was only after con-

ditions had settled that communication became possible, and only became reliable when a low-

er frequency was chosen. 

We may complain about poor propagation, but the stakes are nothing like what 

the Dirigible Italia faced. 

Even after communications were established, 15 rescuers were lost in the search and recovery 

operations, including Roald Amundsen, Norway's famed polar explorer. Finally, on July 12, 

1928, 48 days after the initial crash, a Russian icebreaker was able to reach and rescue the 

survivors. 

Thanks Brian N9ADG and Bob NW3M for this article  

http://www.arrl.org/news/radio-amateurs-help-air-ambulance
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1029/2020SW002459
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1029/2020SW002459
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1029/2020SW002459
https://doi.org/10.1029/2018SW002008
https://doi.org/10.1029/2018SW002008
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1029/2018SW002008
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Ham Radio - an ideal Caronavirus hobby 

 

Social distancing - yup, staying away from large crowds - yup, wearing a mask - 
nope, washing your hands often - maybe. Safely keeping in touch with friends - defi-
nitely, making new friends during the pandemic - absolutely!  

 

What activity or hobby fits that description? Sounds like Amateur Radio to me.  

 

With considerably less traffic on the highways and many people working from home, 
the Ham bands are booming with QSO’s. Primarily on 20 and 40 meters, but have 
you noticed the activity on 6 and 10 meters recently? I monitor 29.600 FM whenever 
I’m in the shack and weeks, even months, go by without a break in the squelch; 
however, for the past couple of months the frequency has often been active. Friends 
who monitor 6M tell me the same applies to that band. They’re working stations 
throughout the U.S. and even other countries. 

 

Is it due to improvement in band conditions - or more people at home during the 
day?  Probably a little bit of both. I check into the Rocky Mountain RV Service Net in 
the morning and the RV Radio Network net in the evening and often hear calls I 
haven’t heard in ages, or have never heard. Some are newcomers but some are now 
working from home and can take a short break from their work duties to chat for a 
few minutes. 

 

I also participate in the RVRN EchoLink net on Thursday evenings, where we often 
have 10 or more check-ins. If you aren’t familiar with EchoLink, it’s free, no special 
equipment required except a computer or smart phone, easy to set up, and easy to 
use. If you’re a licensed amateur with no radio equipment or have antenna re-
strictions and can’t get on the air, join us on EchoLink some time. Information on 
EchoLink can be found elsewhere in this newsletter or on the RVRN website: https://
rvradionetwork.com/. Membership is encouraged but not required to check in. 

 

Another activity we’re involved in that also works well with pandemics is gardening. 
You may wash your hands more often, but it’s safe, good exercise, provides plenty of 
sunshine & fresh air - and our relatives, friends & neighbors love it when we give 
them excess fruit & vegetables. We grow the usual Midwest garden crops: tomatoes, 
peppers, corn, sweet potatoes, cabbage, spinach, green beans, radishes, carrots, 
beets, cucumbers, asparagus and zucchini. We also have a dozen peach, apple, pear 
& walnut trees, plus grapes, strawberries, blueberries and blackberries. In addition to 
enjoying fresh home-grown produce, we can and freeze much of it to enjoy in the off 
season. Keeps us busy, but sure tastes good! 

 

That’s how we endure the pandemic. How do you occupy your time? 

 

Wayne, KØOHB & Jeanine, NØXKL, Ashwell  St. Louis, Missouri 

https://rvradionetwork.com/
https://rvradionetwork.com/
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 VARIOUS NETS ON ECHOLINK – UPDATED 06/01/20 ALL TIMES ARE EST   
Mon - Thurs- 730pm - The 420 Ragchew- *420* Conference - Node#66420  
Mon - Fri - 8:30am - "Professional Loafers NET"- VE3PBO -R - Node #891471  
Mon - Fri - 8:45am - " Breakfasteers net"- N3TN-R - Node 286427  
Mon - Fri - 9am-10am - KB4SVP-R - " Breakfast group"  
Mon - Fri - 230pm-4pm -" Vagabond Ragchew Net"- WB9SZL-R, Node #420473  
Mon - Fri - 7pm-9pm - KB4SVP-R -"Coffee shop"  
Mon - Fri - 2:00am - The Insomniac Net- LA WIN System Hub - IRLP #9100  
Mon - Fri - 7:30am - 9am - DoDropin Conference - "Kowabunga Net"- #355800  
Mon - Sat - 7am - Barometer Net- W8WKY-R - Doylestown, OH - #580387  
Mon - Sat - 12noon - WORLD CONF SERVER/IRLP #9251 - World Radio Network  
Mon - Sat - 12noon - Handiham Conference - Handiham Midday Net - #494492  
Mon - Sat - 1pm - "The Alaska Morning Net"- Irlp 9101/Echolink WL7LP-R#9191  
Mon - Sat - 8pm - WORLD CONF SERVER/IRLP #9251 - World Friendship Net  
Mon - Sun - 730am - WA2NAN-R - Rooster Roster - Echolink Node #823942  
Mon - Sun - 8:15am - 9am - ELMIRA,ONT - "ERC NET" - VE3ERC-R - #674040  
Mon - Sun - 10am - Michigan Conf/IRLP #9617 - Worldwide Friendship Net  
Mon - Sun - 9am -12N Morning Net - WW7PSR - Pudget Sound Repeater - Echolink 44770/Allstar 2462  
Mon - Sun - 3pm - 12noon Afternoon Net - WW7PSR - Pudget Sound Repeater - Echolink 44770/Allstar 2462  
Mon - Sun - 9pm - Evening Net - WW7PSR - Pudget Sound Repeater - Echolink 44770/Allstar 2462  
Mon - Sun - 9pm - K4NET-L NET- NCS VARIES - #625440  
Mon - 7pm - KD2SL-R - CNY FIRESIDE CHAT- ECHOLINK 3009177  
Mon - 7pm - W4EDP - TSARC CLUB NET- Echolink node 387904  
Mon - 7:30 PM - Ellijay Amateur Radio Society, 145.170 (-600) PL 100 on W4HHH-R node  
Mon - 8pm - "220 Rag Chewers Net"- Friends Conf - IRLP #9618  
Mon - 8pm - Georgia Net- Georgia conference server #4544  
Mon - 8pm - KB9KYM-R - Monday Net  
Mon - 8pm - N9ZEN-R - TAGYL NET - 145.30 - Echolink #68581  
Mon - 8:30pm - Public svc Net- N3TN-R - Node #286427  
Mon - 9pm - General Net - N3TN-R - Node #286427  
Mon - 9pm - KA2ENE- 144.260 - Node #23426  
Mon - 9pm - K8DAC-R - SVARA NET- SAGINAW,MICHIGAM - #920008  
Mon - 9pm - K4NET - L- METRO ATLANTA 2M EMERGENCY NET - #625440  
Mon - 10:30pm - "Santa Cruz County Amateur Radio Club"- IRLP 9251/#479886  
Tues - 7pm - N2AAR-R - FUN NET - #578244  
Tues - 7pm - *K7PB* Conference - K7PB - IRLP Caribbean Net - IRLP 9090/#946910  
Tues - 8pm - W8WKY-R - SARA NET- ECHOLINK NODE# 580387  
Tues - 8pm - East Coast Reflector Tech Net - WB2JPQ - Dick - Irlp 9050 - Echolink #57780(only -L/-R'S)  
Tues - 8pm - GEORGIA CONFERENCE - ECHOLINK STORM NET - #4544  
Tues - 8pm - The W1YU Collegiate Amateur Radio Net - New England Conference Server - IRLP 9127  
Tues - 8pm - K9ZEV-R- Peru,In - node #692641  
Tues - 8pm - Techlink Conf - Mississauga Amateur Radio Club- VA3WM John - #43220  
Tues - 9:00 PM Calhoun 146.745 (–600) PL 100 and 443.675+ (PL 100) and via Echolink on KI4LMA-Lnode #306589  
Tues - 10pm-Michigan Conference - "NORTH AMERICAN HANDSHAKERS NET"- #96170/IRLP #9617  
Wed - 7pm - ARUFON - Amateur radio UFO Net - #712627  
Wed - 7pm - W2QYT-R - CENTRAL NY SWAP NET  
Wed - 7:30pm - VE3OSR Repeater- Node # 333014  
Wed - 8pm - Handiham Conference - FRIENDSHIP NET- N6NFF - #494492  
Wed - 9pm - The Southeastern Linked Repeater Net- KI4NGD-R EchoLink #317195  
Wed - 10pm - SKY-GATE - Sacramento SKY Warn - #868981  
Thurs - 7pm - SCARS - "TIN NET" - VARIES - 3rd Thursday of the month - 96140/IRLP 9614  
Thrus - 8pm - AMRC Help Net- W4BOC-R - 330246  
Thurs - 8pm - KD5DLJ - Digicom Cafe- Ham Nuggets Net - #27619  

(Continued on page 13) 
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Thurs - 8pm - K8VON-R - Defiance, Oh ARC Net- K8VON-John - #215376  
Thurs - 8pm - ALARA Conference - Australian Ladies Net - #286905  
Thurs - 8pm - K2SRV-R- GAINES,NY - node #603973 - 442.875mhz/141.3/+5 offset  Patriot Collation Net- AC2UR - Steve  
Thurs - 8pm - CROSSROADS NET - Crossroads Conf server - Irlp 9735/node#9735  
Thurs - 830pm - WAN NET- WAN ALLSTAR HUB # 2135  
Thurs - 9pm - KA2ENE-L - Rohester VHF Net - Echolink node 3023426  
Thurs - 930pm - "The Pet Net"- Friends Conference - Irlp 9618/Echolink #29618  
Thurs - 1030pm - WORLD Conf/9251 - The Outdoor Adventure Net #479886  
Thurs - 11:30pm - NATIONAL HISTORY NET- KB7KWK-L Node #538499  
Fri - 6pm - VK2BGL-R - Sat Morning Net- Echolink #1484  
Fri - 7pm - ARUFON - AMATEUR RADIO UFO NET - ECHOLINK NET - #712627  
Fri - 7pm - CNY Net- 220mhz -3324784  
Fri - 8pm - Teapot and PU'S Tech Net- Echolink W7AZC-L/Allstar 50645  
Fri - 8pm - Techlink Conference - " The Technet" - VK6BQQ - Reggie - #93220  
Fri - 8pm - USA GNG - DARN- 591550  
Fri - 830pm - DCF-ARC- Emcomm Net- N7BZN - Scott - #336037  
Fri - 930pm - FRIENDS CONFERNCE - "YL NET"- - Irlp 9618/Echolink #29618  
Sat - 8am - SCARS Conference - "SOUTH CARS NET"-#IRLP 9614/#96140  
Sat - 10am - KD5DLJ - Digicom Cafe - Morning Net- #27619  
Sat - 12 noon - SCARS Conference - "INTERCONTINENTAL NET"- NCS Varies - #96140  
Sat - 2PM - KD5DLJ - CARF- Christian Amateur Radio Fellowship - #27619  
Sat - 7pm - SCARS - " SATURDAY EVENING RAG CHEW NET"- NO7O - #96140  
Sat - 8pm - WX_TALK - "SKYWARN AND NATIONAL HURRICANE CENTER NET" - #7203  
Sat - 8pm - YACHT NET - YACHT CONFERNCE  
Sat - 9pm - DX-LINK - WIRES-X NET/AMERALINK REFLECTOR- WA3PNY-Jeff - #356937  
Sat - 9pm - DX-LINK - INTERNATIONAL DX NET- NCS Varies - #356937  
Sun - 7am - Flying Scotsmen Net- Ham Conference - IRLP 9556/#69556  
Sun - 530pm - ILL ARA DIGITAL NET - Echolink node 824404 -WB0VTM-L  
Sun - 6pm - FRIENDS CONFERENCE - "IOWA NET"- IRLP 9618/#29618  
Sun - 6:30pm - KA2NDW - 145.470 - CLYDE,NY - Node#375249  
Sun - 7pm - *HAM* Conference - SDF NET  
Sun - 7pm - W4BOC-R - AMR CLUB NETECHOLINK NODE #330246  
Sun - 7pm - SUN COAST ARC CLUB NET- 145.350 ECHOLINK NODE - WA4I-R  
Sun - 7pm - AG2NJ - 6 METER NET- ALLSTAR NODE#44207  
Sun - 7pm - SCARS - " SUNDAY EVENING RAG CHEW NET"- K2HA - #96140  
Sun - 8pm - Sunday night Net- SELINK CONF Echolink 387904 -  
Sun - 8pm - "TWO - ONE" Net - IRLP 9050 - /Allstar#27339  
Sun - 8pm - SBE CONFERNCE - "HAMS IN BROADCASTING"- #IRLP 9615/#96150  
Sun - 8pm - W2VL-R - LIMARC - LONG ISLAND AMATEUR RADIO CLUB - #487981  
Sun - 8pm - K4VCM - Sunday night Net - Echolink node 3079190  
Sun - 8pm - MICHIGAN CONFERENCE -"MICHIGAN UPPER PENINSULA NET"- Varies - IRLP 9617/#96170  
Sun - 8pm - KUEKA LAKE ARC- N2AAR-R - #578244  
Sun - 830pm - " Skywarn Youth Net- EchoLink Node: 291849 or N∅NWS-R  
Sun - 830pm - GARC NET- 146.910MHZ(-600) PL TONE 100 -K4GAR-R - #78118  
Sun - 9pm - Georgia Conference - Amateur Radio Club Net 
Sun - 9pm - K5SAG - SAGINAW,MI Net- Echolink 973404  
Sun - 9pm - DCF-ARC - Disaster Communications Forum Net - #336037  
Sun - 9pm - W8HP-R - "Hazel Park ARC Net" - 1st/last Sunday - KD8TBC - Lee - #980938 THIS PDF FILE AND THE CON-
TENTS OF THIS LIST HAVE BEEN COMPILED BY W2JLD - JOHN. COPYRIGHT 2015-2019. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.  ANY COM-
MENTS OR SUGGESTIONS FEEL FREE TO EMAIL ME W2JLD2@GMAIL.COM WE WELCOME ALL COMMENTS AND SUGGES-
TIONS 

(Continued from page 12) 
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News, photos & Bios, Michelle N3YRZ  (Editor) msack@verizon.net 

 

Changes (Address, Roster & Net Info): Marshall KF9SU   
 

Dues: New: $14  Renewal: $12 Memberships expire each year in June 
- have YOU renewed your membership?  
Decal Orders:($1.00 each)  
Marshall Kiel KF9SU   
1401 Parkview Dr  
Tomah, WI 54660-1067  
 
Web questions and information  Hank K4HM 

Network Apparel: https://www.cafepress.com/rvradionetwork  

 

Silent key (death) notifications - board@rvradionetwork.com  

 

 

To send email to ALL officers and active Advisory Board members: 

Send email to: board@rvradionetwork.com  

Whoooooo 

Gets What …  

https://www.cafepress.com/rvradionetwork
mailto:board@rvradionetwork.com
mailto:board@rvradionetwork.com
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Down memory lane 
 

From August 2001 issue 

The 5-Band Tennadyne LPDA Antenna 

by Wes WA4TSC & Temp W4HZV 

S 
everal years ago we became interested in LPDA (Log Periodic Di-

pole Array) design and built a 7 element model for W4HZV's 

home station. The LPDA or Log for short is an interesting an-

tenna. It allows for continuous operation over a wide frequency 

range at good gain, front-to-back and front -to-side ratios with a reasona-

bly low SWR.  

The general design has appeared in the ARRL Antenna Handbook for 

years. One can select the parameters and simply mathematically design 

the antenna. Basically in the design, one selects the frequency range, 

boom length and number of elements. The greater the boom length, the 

higher the forward gain. The more elements, the lower the SWR. Once the 

element length and spacing have been calculated, that is it. No adjust-

ment is necessary or practically possible.  

Tennadyne (www.tennadyne.com) has developed a series of LPDA anten-

nas of which the T6 is one.  The electrical specifications are as follows: 

1.5 Kw on 5 Bands (20 thru 10 meters), maximum VSWR is 1.9 (typically 

1.5 or less) over All bands at 50 ohms input, one 'S' unit gain, 2 'S' units 

front-to-back and 5 'S' units front-to-side.  

Mechanically, the Antenna weighs about 29 lbs, has a boom length of 12 

ft and the longest element length is 38 ft. This LPDA uses T-6061 alumi-

num, with stainless hardware. The T6 is fed directly with 50 ohm coax; 

no balun is required. The price is in the $400 range delivered. 

  This is a great 'small' beam. We don't think there is a better antenna on 

the market today considering its price, band coverage and size. WA4TSC 

is currently using the T6 with excellent results.            -----O----- 
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Practice questions 
What safety equipment should always be included in home-built equipment 

that is powered from 120V AC power circuits? 

A. A fuse or circuit breaker in series with the AC hot conductor 

B. An AC voltmeter across the incoming power source 

C. An inductor in parallel with the AC power source 

D. A capacitor in series with the AC power source 

 

What are the two components of a radio wave? 

A. AC and DC 

B. Voltage and current 

C. Electric and magnetic fields 

D. Ionizing and non-ionizing radiation 

 

Which term describes the ability of a receiver to detect the presence of a  

signal? 

A. Linearity 

B. Sensitivity 

C. Selectivity 

D. Total Harmonic Distortion 

 

Which of the following injuries can result from using high-power UHF or  

microwave transmitters? 

A. Hearing loss caused by high voltage corona discharge 

B. Blood clotting from the intense magnetic field 

C. Localized heating of the body from RF exposure in excess of the MPE 

limits 

D. Ingestion of ozone gas from the cooling system  
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2020 
 The fall rally in MN has been cancelled, as many other events 
have, due to Covid restrictions.  See Page 1 

Rally news 

           2021 
Some plans are in the works for 2021 rally –more information 

as it becomes available.  
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Our Members  
Who are the members of the RVRN? 

That is what we’ll learn in this column. It may be a featured member or answers 

to a question of the quarter.  We might just have pictures, or write ups of a trip 

that a member sent. It will be what we the members make it. I am open to sug-

gestions and I need input to help keep this newsletter filled. Please send me 

news about your latest trip, the new way you  found to do something in your rig, 

an interesting contact you made, pictures, or anything else to share with fellow 

members. 

Question of the quarter– (from Wayne & Jeanne Ashwell 

see article page 9)  How do you occupy your time during the 

pandemic? 

Drop me a line (or 100) msack@verizon.net or tell me 

With July 4th on a Saturday, the entire weekend will be one of 

celebration at Silver Lake, MI.  Hank (K4HM) and I will be work-

ing at Sandy Shores Campground, which will be  fully booked, so 

no big celebration time for us.  The day will probably end with a 

huge fireworks display over the sand dunes.   

Last Issue answers 

How are you planning to celebrate Independence day this year?  

Since Maryland still had restrictions of gatherings  to < 10, we planned to just 

watch on TV and do the 13 colonies special event. However, my 10 year 

grandtwins came to visit from  Texas. We went out in the yard and watched as 

several of our neighbors set off fireworks. Then watched some natural light 

shows… the lunar eclipse  and fireflies.  In the Texas panhandle where they live, 

fireflies are seldom seen (not much woods).  

Oh, and I postponed trying to get the 13 colonies (couldn’t get them interested 

in radio) thinking I’d go with  the 6th after they left. Best made plans of mice 

and men...it stormed.  73 Michelle N3YRZ 
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Living in a Motorhome During covid-19 Crisis 
Herb, W0HM, and Lois, KA0VBG are full-timers. Did you know there is an estimate of 
over a million of us on the road? Some may travel only 2 places - a summer and a 
winter site. In August we will start our 11

th
 year of being on the road. We spend our 

Summers in the Mid-west, Fall in the Pacific Northwest, and Winters and Spring in 
Florida and Georgia. We visit our family in the summer and fall. 
     
On March 16

th
, we were notified all Florida State Parks were closing the following Fri-

day. We had reservations in Corps of Engineers Parks in Georgia and South Carolina. 
We had a Freightliner maintenance appointment scheduled for the end of April. Two 
days later I decided to call, and they were also closing those campgrounds. We then 
got on the internet, (we use www.campgroundreviews.com ); searching for a private park 
where campers live permanently, and also looking at counties with low covid-19 cas-
es. We found one (not on the website) but when searching for campgrounds in the ar-
ea that featured full hookups and it did have permanent residents. They also had laun-
dry in the office. We are self-contained except for washer/dryer in our motorhome. We 
use the area for storage. We decided to be on the safe side with hand laundry and 
had great weather for drying clothes outside. When it came to groceries, we again 
sought out low virus counties, driving every 10 days to Chester, SC. We take sanitiz-
ing precautions after buying our groceries. We carry soapy water in the back seat for 
washing our hands after being in stores. After 39 days we moved to Freightliner for 
our previous maintenance appointment. It was nice that they could fit us in after clos-
ing for 3 weeks because of covid-19. 
 
We really enjoy shade in state, county, and COE (Corp of Engineers) parks. Most of 
the sites have plenty of space so one is not sitting near your neighbor. In the last 4 
months we have had 7 cancellations. All were in Florida and Georgia in the early 
months of covid-19. Herb has driven 2,347 miles and we stayed in 12 parks. Minneso-
ta is now allowing us to stay at a COE near Brained, a county park in Aitkin, Minneso-
ta and then a county park in Maple Plain, Minnesota. (A park closest to our daughter 
in Minneapolis). Most campgrounds are using curbside check-in. We use South Dako-
ta as our mailing address so we stayed in a private park in Sioux Falls in June where 
we have annual health visits. Sioux Falls had a high count of covid-19; so, we 
shopped for groceries out of town. That was another good way to see South Dakota 
by traveling to another city. If we travel to an area with high covid-19, we are incredibly 
careful and only do the necessary things. 
 
We exercise by walking or bike riding. Most of the time we were not near bike trails 
but located on busy highways, so we were walking. I do miss eating at restaurants. 
We did stop at one in a small town and we were the only customers. I also carry my 
sanitizing wipes for wiping down surfaces. 
 
Now we are using laundromats by sanitizing wiping each washer and dryer. Even with 
all the precautions, we are enjoying being outdoors. We also carry face masks and 
use if required. So, remember to wash your hands often and social distance with peo-
ple if you are in the public. 

http://www.campgroundreviews.com/
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ARRL: Amateur Radio Webinar Series 
ARRL is launching a new webinar series to help introduce more members to the variety of activi-
ties and opportunities that radio amateurs enjoy. The ARRL Learning Network will offer live 
presentations by member-volunteers, for members. Like hamfest forums and radio club presenta-
tions, the webinars are intended to help participants get more active, involved, and engaged in 
amateur radio. Presentations are 30 minutes each, making them easy to fit into a lunch break or 
as a short evening activity. A 15-minute question-and-answer period follows each presentation for 
those who can participate longer. The webinars will be hosted initially using GoToWebinar. Webi-
nars will be recorded, and some presentations will be available for future viewing by members and 
ARRL-affiliated radio clubs as part of an ARRL Learning Network library.  

A running list of upcoming live presentations is available. The web page is the place to register to 
attend each webinar and requires members to log onto the ARRL website. Some presentations:  

HF Wire Antennas George Cooley, NG7A, ARRL Life Member  Thursday, August 6, 2020, 12:30 
PM PDT / 3:30 PM EDT (1930 UTC)  

Introduction to Digital FM Modes Korey Chandler, Sr., WA5RR Tuesday, August 11, 2020, 5 
PM PDT / 8 PM EDT (0000 UTC on Wednesday, August 12)  

Introduction to Computer Logging Steven Lott Smith, KG5VK Thursday, August 13, 2020, 
12:30 PM PDT / 3:30 PM EDT (1930 UTC)  

Capture the Magic of 6 Meters Jim Wilson, K5ND Tuesday, August 18, 2020, 10 AM PDT / 1 
PM EDT (1700 UTC)  

The Sport of Finding Hidden Transmitters on Foot Robert Frey, WA6EZV, ARRL Amateur Ra-
dio Direction Finding Committee Thursday, August 20, 2020, 12:30 PM PDT / 3:30 PM EDT (1930 
UTC)  

The webinars continue a string of new ARRL benefits introduced in 2020 that has included On the 
Air magazine, expanded member access to all ARRL digital magazines, and the new On the Air 
and Eclectic Tech podcasts.  

"The ARRL Learning Network puts experienced member-volunteers at the forefront as a regular 
source of knowledge-sharing in amateur radio," ARRL Lifelong Learning Manager Kris Bickell, 
K1BIC, said. "We hope members participating in the ARRL Learning Network, including present-
ers, will find it particularly rewarding to share experiences and learning that will motivate more of 
our community toward lifelong journeys as radio amateurs."  

Members who would like to be considered for future ARRL Learning Network webinars should 
have experience in delivering presentations, including familiarity with online webinar technology, 
live video, and screen sharing. Prospective presenters may complete a Call for Speakers form 

http://www.arrl.org/ARRL-Learning-Network  

https://www.arrl.org/ARRL-Learning-Network
http://www.arrl.org/ARRL-Learning-Network
http://www.arrl.org/on-the-air-magazine
http://www.arrl.org/on-the-air-magazine
http://www.arrl.org/arrl-magazines
http://www.arrl.org/on-the-air-podcast
http://www.arrl.org/eclectic
http://www.arrl.org/ARRL-Learning-Network-Speakers-Form
http://www.arrl.org/ARRL-Learning-Network
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QSO Today Virtual Ham Expo 
https://www.qsotodayhamexpo.com/  

Coming to your laptop, tablet, and smartphone on:   August 8 and 9, 2020  

Does Irish Spring repel rodents?  

Watch this video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IhQjxTwQdpk  

 

Answers to practice questions 

1 A  2 C 3 B 4 C 

https://www.qsotodayhamexpo.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IhQjxTwQdpk


 

22 

Net Manager:  
Pat Ryan N9JIX  
4728 S Co. Rd. C  
Superior WI 54880-8527  
n9hnw@aol.com   
 
Newsletter  Editor:  
Michelle Sack N 3YRZ 
PO Box 1182 
Waldorf, MD 20604 
msack@verizon.net 

The Network News is published four times a year (approximately Feb, May, Aug and Nov) by RV 

Radio Network for the use and enjoyment of its members. News items should be sent to the Editor 

by the 20th of the month preceding the publication date.  

Technical items included in the Network News is for your information only. They have not been 

tested by the RVRN officers or staff. The RV Radio Network accepts no legal responsibility for 

such information and cannot guarantee the article will pertain to your situation.  

The Network News invites you to share your hints, tips and articles of information with fellow 

members. Send to editor by US mail or E-mail with your contact information.  Additional updated 

news is available on the RVRN web site:  www.RVRadioNetwork.com  

RV Radio 

Network  

RV Radio Nets 
HF Net We invite all Amateur Radio Operators with an appropriate FCC license to participate 
nightly 7264 KHz (plus or minus for clear frequency) at 18:30  Central Time  
 
EchoLink Net  Each Thursday @ 8:00 PM Central Time. *SELINK* Conference Node (alternate 
W4EDP-R Repeater) W9YT-R Repeater (Only when both *SELINK*  and W4EDP-R are down)  
 
Mobile & Rally Talk-in 146.55 MHz Simplex 
Rally In Park: 146.48 MHz  



 

23 

Friends Keeping In Touch via 

Amateur Radio and RV’s 

rvradionetwork.com  

The RV Radio Network  
22020/2021 Membership / Renewal Application  

31 May 2020—01 June 2021  

Name: _________________________________ Call: ____________________ Net #: _______________  

Spouse: ________________________________ Call: ______________________________  

Address: _______________________________ City: ______________________________  

State: ______Zip: _____________________ ARRL (Y) (N)  

Phone: (Home) ____________________________ (Cell) ______________________________________  

Email: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

(All Newsletters are Emailed ) 

New Membership: $14.00 Signature: ___________________________________________________  

Renewal Membership: $12.00  

There are 2 ways you can pay: 

Pay online using PayPal secure online payment system. (Faster / preferred method) 
Send a check via US Postal Service Mail (USPS can not match the speed of PayPal) 

Mail to: Marshall Kiel KF9SU  

1401 Parkview Dr  

Tomah, WI 54660-1067  

Membership 
https://rvradionetwork.com/membership.php   

http://rvradionetwork.com/
https://rvradionetwork.com/membership.php

