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Up Front… 

President’s  Report 

Good morning, afternoon, or evening- whatever time it is when you read this. I am out of 
the hospital from my last bout with pneumonia. I am doing rehab to gain strength and 
anticipate being here for about 2 weeks as they tell me I am doing a fine job at it. I will 
be moving into my son’s house. We will be getting some radio antennas and setting up a 
shack as soon as we can.  

I wish I could be there for the whole rally, but I am planning to attend the spring rally for 
a short visit on Sunday and hope to meet lots of you then. 

In the meantime, our staff is working to improve our club. Some of you who have been with us for a long time 
can already see the positive changes. If you have ideas, let me or Vice President Michelle know. Along those 
lines, I would like to thank Michelle and her committee for setting up and giving our awards for the RVRN. 
They have been working diligently to set up some fun awards along with others that take a bit more work.  

I would also like to thank JJ, who is working diligently on the Governance Committee to update our Rally SOP 
and the Bylaws to meet future needs of the RVRN.  

It is great to hear you on our nets, and it is great when we all put our knowledge together to help each other, 
especially on the tech night.  

It pleases me to see members attending the board meetings and taking time to speak. We may be changing 
our board meetings to the 3rd Wednesdays. Stay tuned for an update on that. My door is always open to you! 
Right now, I have no cell phone (lost in the hospital), but I have access to my email.  

73, Dwight, W8TJT (Whiskey 8 Two Juicy Tomatoes) 

Vice President’s  Report 

Though our official title as “Hamvention Club of the Year” is almost up, the reasons we 
earned it are still a part of the club. Let us keep that spirit going.  

Here I am halfway through my term as VP, and I have not accomplished as much as I 
planned. We did get the awards started, thanks to the awards committee.  George, 
AD2IH; Jeannette, WA8MDX; JoAnne, K9JMF; and  JJ, WR5E, have worked hard on this. I 
hope you will look at the awards page and apply. If you have ideas or if you are 
interested in joining the committee, please let me know.  

So, as we go into the new year in our club with renewals coming up, here are a couple of questions I have for 
you. Why did you join the RV Radio Network? And what are you expecting of the club? Answers help us plan 
things that are meaningful for our members. I have been enjoying having members attend the board meetings 
and providing input.  

I have been working to get set up so I can remote my radio while on the road. I usually prefer to operate from 
where I am, but Maryland W1AW/3 coincides with the rally. And you know me, I try to help folks with awards, 
and these contacts go towards ARRL 250.  

I look forward to seeing folks at the Spring Rally, Hamvention, and on the video meetings. I also cannot wait to 
hear you on the nets! 

73, Michelle, N3YRZ 

Dwight, W8TJT 

Michelle, N3YRZ 
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Secretary’s  Report 

Our newsletter editor is very persistent about reports from Board members.  So, I 
thought I would oblige him once.  As Secretary of this noble club, I want to talk about on-
the-air, or on-the-internet nets.  You have to admit the on-the-air nets are messy and 
noisy at times, never knowing what to expect.  We have a team of experienced Net 
Control Operators who try to make all stations happy with a first receipt of check-in, then 
the satisfaction of contributing to the conversations at hand, or maybe just a weather 
report.  Any way it comes is great.  Here’s the deal.  We need you to consider being a Net Controller.  Both 
over-the air, and over-the-internet.  You may feel intimidated even thinking about it.  Everyone involved in any 
kind of Net operation will assist you.  Yes, some personalities are born with a gift of gab, or have the prowess 
of a fully organized mind.  Most of us do not.  We can learn this by trying and learning to be a Net controller 
one day at a time.  It’s like being crowd-surfed above the heads of all the attendees.  Everyone wants you to 
succeed in driving a Net forward.  The bottom line is “It’s just FUN”.  Yes, there I said it (Keep that secret to 
yourself). 

Every net our club sponsors needs new talent and Net controllers.  Contact Fred Koch and let him know what 
you want to try.  Start as a backup, substitute, or jump right into a weekly net. 

All is good.  Rob NØROB 

Treasurer’s  Report 

The Treasurer’s report for the 4th quarter is available within the RVRN’s Members Only 
area, and then by clicking the Network News link. 

The current edition and all previous editions of the Network News can be found at 
https://rvradionetwork.com/networknews.php. 

 

  

Rob, N0ROB 

Alan, AC0F 

https://rvradionetwork.com/networknews.php
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Newsworthy Items 

Welcome New Members 

The RV Radio Network welcomes the following new members (during RVRN’s 2025/2026 4th Quarter; 
February, March, and April 2026): 

2258 Hufford, Jim KE8MLN   Amelia OH 
2259 Forrer, Christian N0ACT   Lees Summit MO 
2260 Murphy, Joe WT4N   Nesbit MS 
2261 Harrell, David K3GGM   Hollywood MD 
2262 Harrell, Priscilla K3FFF   Hollywood MD 
2263 Grogan, Bill KQ4COV   Iron Station NC 
2264 Newland, Scott KR4EBE   Indian Harbour Beach FL 
2265 Hopkins, James NO8X   Cleveland NC 
2266 Hopkins, Rebecca KB8PHW   Cleveland NC 
2267 Stonier, Scott N9FDX   Bloomington IN 
2268 Clark, Stephen KD9GRL   Mobile AL 
2269 Steele, David W7JKA   Kirkland WA 
2270 Schings, James AI4SR   Lexington KY 
2271 Mrozkowski, Daniel KK4ELM   Marion NC 
2272 Winston, Jeff KA9ARB   Highland IN 
2273 Crews, Stephen WD4SRC   Williamsburg KY 
2274 Verschoor, Kenneth KB2QZK   Cortlandt Manor NY 
2275 Brandel, Mark KF4EA   Okeechobee FL 
2276 Dervin, Dale WA8QQU   Livingston TX 
2277 Means, Ron W5DAT   Henderson TN 
2278 Means, Beverly KG4WKI   Henderson  TN 
2279 Faley, Doug KE2FWN   Paramus NJ 
2280 Gioia, Thomas WW1TOM   Plantsville CT 

73, Calvin, KC1M [RVRN member 1446, Director, Membership Committee Lead, Publicity/PR Committee Lead] 

Member Spotlight –  Herb, W0HM; and Lois, KA0VBG 

Herb,W0HM, and Lois, KA0VBG, were born and raised in North Dakota, Herb in a small 
town and Lois on a farm. They met and got married in their mid-20s, lived in South 
Dakota, later Minnesota, and raised two daughters. Herb worked in commercial insurance 
underwriting, and Lois worked in the accounting field. Herb received his amateur radio 
license in 1983, and Lois in 1985. 

They retired in 2005 and bought a motorhome originally to spend part of the winter in 
warmer places. This led to more traveling and deciding to sell their house and go full-time 
in 2010, which has continued to date. This encompassed two motorhomes covering 

210,000 miles, visiting 48 states, including Alaska, 
and most of the Canadian provinces, with a summer in the Maritimes. 

Herb is currently active in SSB, CW, Winlink, and D-Star with an Icom 
7100 and Scorpion screwdriver antenna on their 2016 Newmar 
motorhome. Lois is active in quilting. 

73, Herb, WØHM [RVRN member 1227] 
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Member Spotlight –  Jose, KK4WP 

Growing up in Union City, New Jersey, alongside my four sisters, I remember a place that felt like a tight-knit 
Italian and Spanish enclave. Back in the sixties, it had a distinct small-town charm that has since faded into a 
more hectic urban landscape.  

At seventeen, I traded that familiar neighborhood for the world, enlisting in the U.S. Navy in 1974. Over the 
next three years, my service took me from the vibrant ports of the Caribbean across the vast North Atlantic 
and into the Mediterranean Sea. 

After a memorable and successful 30-year career, I retired as a police sergeant from the Tampa Police 
Department in 2011. My wife, Patricia, followed suit in 2016, retiring after 28 years of service with the same 
department. And yes—I’ll admit it—she’s definitely the better shot! (lol) 

I’m a devoted husband, father, and grandfather who lives 
by the values of God, country, and family. Life is a beautiful 
adventure with our five children, their spouses, and ten 
grandkids ranging from 11 years to 11 months old. Since 
most of them live right here in Central West Florida, we’re 
lucky enough to spend plenty of time babysitting and 
making memories together. 

Since retiring, we’ve been making the most of our freedom 
to hit the road. We’ve hauled our 5th wheel across 45 of 
the lower 48 states—some of them more than once! We 
often travel with family or a group of close friends we 
originally met years ago during a trip through Georgia.  

My most unforgettable journey took me through the heart of the West, starting with Utah’s ancient 
petroglyphs and the hauntingly beautiful cliff dwellings of the Ancestral Puebloans in Mesa Verde. From there, 
we headed north to Yellowstone National Park, but the real hidden gem was the Polebridge Mercantile in 
northern Montana. Nestled "40 miles from nowhere," it’s home to the best bear claws you'll ever taste. 

My third passion is amateur 
radio. Like most hams, I’ve 
collected a fair share of gear over 
the years. It’s funny how it starts 
with a single radio and a random 
length of wire, but before you 
know it, you’re drowning in coax, 
tuners, amplifiers, and switches. 
The hobby really gets its hooks in 
you and doesn't let go. 

 

 

 

 

73, Jose, KK4WP [RVRN member 2140] 
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Know Your Rights:  Ham Radio Antennas and Tower Zoning  

 

Contributed by:  Calvin, KC1M [RVRN member 1446, Director, Membership Lead, Publicity/PR Lead] 

Classified Ads On the RVRN Website! 

Ham Radio and RV-related equipment can be bought and sold!  
Anybody can view, but only RVRN members can post ads via 
the link: https://rvradionetwork.com/classifieds.php 

  

https://rvradionetwork.com/classifieds.php
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Features 

Remote Setup 

I signed up to operate as W1AW/3 during Maryland week. Well, wouldn’t you know that it coincides with the 
rally, which I will also attend? So, I decided to set up a remote for my home base station to balance the two. I 
would still be at the rally, but since the transmitter would still be in Maryland, it would count. 

So, I wanted to use the RemoteShack, which allows the use of a phone to control the radio. Their website 
directs you to MFJ still, and it shows they are not available. So, a web search showed one on eBay. It did not 
have the total details, but I took a chance. It does have a sticker that says FT991, so I figure it is set for a Yaesu.  

Some cables were included, but not a power cord. The information I could find online says power “input is a 
standard center coaxial cable at 12-14 Volts DC”. No amps are listed. I tried it to a Pyramid Model PSU990KX 
“lighter port”. It lit up. I may try another cord to my battery box when I get stuff out of the RV.  

I had a Kenwood cord to a desk microphone. I tried that. I plugged in one of the speaker cords to the remote 
box to the Kenwood. Connected a telephone cord. Called the phone…and the box showed “in use.” The phone 
rang twice (that is what it is supposed to do), but I heard nothing. It hung up after a few seconds.  

I emailed the technical support listed on the RemoteShack website. I will try to call tomorrow. I am going to try 
to see if I can change the jumpers in the radio to Kenwood. I will also see if there is a place to get the correct 
cables and what power amperage is needed. We will see if the phone number is still supported.  

Okay, on to my second choice. I bought the ICOM RS-BA1 remote software. It came with the appropriate cord 
to connect to the radio. I downloaded and installed the driver and the remote software. I watched a YouTube 
video and set it up on the home computer. Then, following the video, I installed TeamViewer to help establish 
a VPN connection. I do not know how old the video was, but TeamViewer does not look the same. Instead of 
letting me connect to a VPN, it was offering remote help, maybe because I was on the same network.  

I will try to set up a hotspot to try again.  

At the Rally, I will update you on my attempts. 

73, Michelle, N3YRZ [RVRN member 1430, VP, NCS Coordinator, Awards Committee Lead] 

Recent Events 

Some recent events prompted me to write about something that folks put off. Though many of us plan big 
events like vacations, birthday parties, graduations, and family reunions, we tend to fall short when it comes 
to thinking ahead about our own demise. No, planning does not make it come faster like having an emergency 
roadside plan does not make your RV break down. And ignoring it makes things worse for your family and 
friends. 

Now, I am not going to go into advance directives, wills, and funeral plans-though I think you should. I do want 
to talk about having information available for your family. First, if you have an advanced directive, funeral 
preplanned, and or will, your designated person should know where they are and how to access them.  

My son has access to a Dropbox file with instructions. I do have a funeral plan, but, over and above it, it has all 
the information and contact information in one place.  

• A copy of my orders for no lifesaving measures, my choice, advance directives, and the location of my will. 

• Insurance policies with policy numbers and contact information for filing claims. Vehicle insurance policy 
contact numbers. Mine also includes loan insurance. 

• My birth certificate, Social Security Card, and my husband’s DD214. 
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• It gives him the password to access my computer, phone, and banking information, and other accounts 
with numbers and online access if needed. And information on how to stop automatic payments.  

• Retirement (if you are still working, employer contact) information. 

• Location of deed, vehicle titles. My MVA account so he can transfer titles.  

• Utilities to transfer service. If you do not have a sticks-and-brick home, provide the information to contact 
RV parks. 

• Social Security (800-772-1213; ssa.gov)  

• Department of Veterans Affairs (800-827-1000; va.gov)  

• Doctors’ and Dentists' numbers 

• Election board contact 

He is provided with a list of people to contact: 

• My other son, sisters, and brothers.  

• There are several friends and their contact information.  

• A list of clubs I belong to and their contact information.  

I encourage you to set up such a list to make it easier for your family. Please remember to include the RV 
Radio Network Membership Chairman, Calvin, KC1M, in the list of contacts.  If you are an Officer, your family 
should also contact the RVRN President, Dwight, W8TJT; or the VP, Michelle, N3YRZ. 

73, Michelle, N3YRZ [RVRN member 1430, VP, NCS Coordinator, Awards Committee Lead] 

Amended FCC Rule 

Ten Days! That’s the time you must update your information in the FCC if it changes. Well, that is business 
days. The rule change became effective on February 5, along with the robocall mitigation database ruling. 

Amended section 1.8002(b)(2) of the Commission’s rules to require that all entities and individuals that 
register with the Commission to obtain an FCC Registration Number (FRN) in CORES must update designated 
information within 10 business days of any change to that information. https://www.fcc.gov/document/wcb-
reminds-rmd-filers-new-base-forfeitures 

Several VEC’s and the ARRL asked for clarification. ARRL states in their notice online that the requirement to 
update the data applies, but the fines imposed on Robocallers do not. 

So, if you move or change your email, be sure to add that to your list of things to do. 

For further information regarding the RMD rules, please contact Merry Wulff, Wireline Competition Bureau, 
Competition Policy Division, at (202) 418-1084 or by email at Merry.Wulff@fcc.gov. 

ARRL notice: 
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/FCC-21-79A1.pdf 
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp 

FCC Tutorial on updating FRN information: 
https://apps.fcc.gov/cores/html/Update_FRN_Information.htm 

ARRL information on how to update license information: 
https://www.arrl.org/call-sign-renewals-or-changes 

For assistance, call the FCC FRN Help Desk:  (877) 480-3201 (available 8 AM to 6 PM ET). 

Contributed by:  Michelle, N3YRZ [RVRN member 1430, VP, NCS Coordinator, Awards Committee Lead] 

https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/FCC-21-79A1.pdf
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp
https://apps.fcc.gov/cores/html/Update_FRN_Information.htm
https://www.arrl.org/call-sign-renewals-or-changes
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Tech Perspectives 

Installing Lithium Batteries in a Diesel Pusher Motor Home  

In the last newsletter, we saw a great article by Mark, KI6HOB, on installing a Lithium Battery in his Travel 
Trailer.  In this article, I will address the steps I took to perform a similar installation in my Winnebago Journey, 
Diesel Pusher. 

Most, if not all, motor homes have two battery banks: one for the chassis, providing power for starting the 
engine and all the electrical needs associated with driving your Coach, and the other battery bank powering all 
your 12 VDC appliances, lights, and possibly an inverter to convert the 12 VDC to 120 VAC. 

Also, most Motor Homes have what is called a BIM (Battery Isolation Manager). Based upon the design 
strategy of the Motor Home Manufacturer, this BIM connects the two battery banks.  The two main functions 
of this connection are as follows: 

• Charge the house batteries from the Chassis Batteries when traveling down the road. 

• Provide a boost function that combines both battery banks to start the Main engine when the chassis 
batteries are at low voltage. 

There are, however, some issues with leaving this setup as is. 

• The Voltage coming from the Chassis batteries is not high enough to charge LiFEPO4 batteries. 

• The alternator can be damaged if used to charge a Lithium battery bank. An explanation of this follows: 

A lead-acid battery has significantly more resistance than a Lithium battery. This means the Lithium 
battery could pull more amps from the alternator than the alternator can handle with the potential of 
overheating and turning your alternator into toast. This was demonstrated in a video from Victron you 
can watch here. A worst-case scenario for me would have been a low charge on my new batteries and 
starting the engine to warm it up. This would put a higher-than-normal strain on the alternator at a 
lower-than-normal RPM, which equals more heat.  I did not want to replace my alternator.  

I have been researching this issue for a few years now.  There are two ways to mitigate this 
type of damage. 

The first is with a Precision Industries Li-BIM 225.  This device replaces the original BIM, uses 
an On-Off-On timing sequence, and is a bit less expensive than the second option. I seriously 
considered it, but the space I had to work with made this option a no-go for me. 

The second is the one I finally settled on:  using the Victron DC 2 DC charger. This device 
provides the proper charging voltage my new Lithium batteries need and allows me to 
control the current it draws from my Chassis Batteries and, hence, my alternator. The DC 2 
DC charger I installed limits the draw to 50A and is adjustable. 

This is a picture of the front of my 
Journey, with the access cover removed 
to the electronics area. The Battery 
Isolation Manager is circled in Blue. 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jgoIocPgOug&t=26s
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I removed the front panel of the electronics box to gain 
better access to the BIM. The Chassis battery feed 
connects to the left side of the BIM, circled in blue, and the 
House batteries connect to the right side, circled in green. 

 

 

I removed and made safe the coil voltage wires shown in 
this picture so that the BIM is basically abandoned in 
place and is just now used as a terminal connection. I like 
to leave things so that a future owner can always revert 
back to the original setup if desired.  

 

I connected a 6GA wire to the chassis side of the BIM (yellow arrow), and a 6GA wire to the house side of the 
BIM (orange arrow). The terminal on the right side of the BIM was too crowded to connect to, so I chose the 
left side of the salesman switch solenoid, which is electrically the same as the right side of the BIM.  I was able 
to push these two wires down through existing openings in the box by removing some of the foam, then 
replaced it with new red foam.  

 
 

I replaced the main cover and installed the Orion 
DC 2 DC charger along with a 60A circuit breaker 
on each side of the Orion. The breakers are there 
to protect the wire. The chassis side and House 
side of the setup are labeled. Since this is not an 
isolated ground device, I added a ground stud to 
the box, which is electrically bonded to the 
chassis. I do not like the 180-degree bend to the 
Chassis Breaker and will rotate it 90 degrees 
CCW to make the wire approach less drastic. 
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I had to notch the bottom edge of the removable 
cover to allow it to be reinstalled, yellow Arrow. 

 

 

 

 

After starting the engine, I checked the Victron Bluetooth apps I have. 
The top device is the DC 2 DC Charger, and the bottom device is the 
Shunt located near my House Batteries. In this picture, the DC 2 DC 
Charger is delivering 20.6 amps at 14.7 volts to the House Batteries, 
and the Shunt is recording +13.8 amps going into the House Batteries; 
the rest is being used by the motor home. I think I had the lights on 
plus some miscellaneous parasitic loads. The voltage difference is 
likely due to the voltage drop over the 40+ feet of wire from the front 
to the back. I will take a .061% voltage drop any day. Please note that, 
as shown in this picture, I am still using my old Lead Acid Batteries. 

My next step was to install the new LiFePO4 Lithium Batteries. I chose a pair of WattCycle 314 Mini’s. These 
batteries provide 314 AH of power each for a total of 628 AH of usable power. My Lead Acid Batteries 
provided a total of 405 AH with about 203 AH of usable power.  

Before diving into the actual install, let’s look at how the batteries will be wired. There are six cables that enter 
the battery tray area. Two 1/0 cables provide power to my 600W Inverter, and two 3/0 cables provide power 
to the Coach, and two cables that power my DC Compressor Refrigerator. The batteries are wired in parallel to 
provide the same 12 VDC power, and the current is the sum of the two batteries’ output capability. The 
Battery Management System (BMS) of each battery is limited to an output of 200 Amps, so when combined in 
parallel, they will provide a theoretical 400 Amps of current as a bank. 

The batteries are wired so that the current path must run through both batteries, which will help them to 
discharge and charge at the same rate.  

The positive side of the bank runs through a 400A Class T fuse to protect the 
wiring. A Class T fuse was chosen because it is less likely to arc after it has 
blown, whereas a Mega Fuse can arc. 

 

The battery (+) feeds one side of the fuse, and on the other side, there is a 3/0 (+) cable that connects directly 
to the Coach Side of the BIM up front of the Motor Home, plus the (+) cable that feeds my inverter. 

Also, a 10 Ga wire is fed from the load side of the fuse and passes through a 20A Circuit Breaker, then on to 
my DC Refrigerator. 

On the (-) side, the Battery Negative cable connects to the Battery side of my Victron Shunt, and on the Load 
side, I have the 3/0 (-) Cable that connects to a ground stud on the frame, plus a 1/0 cable that connects to the 
negative side of my inverter, and a 10 Ga wire that connects to the negative side of the Refrigerator. It is 
important to have all the load negatives connected to the Load side of the Shunt.  

Class T Fuse Mega Fuse 
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Now for the install: 

The first picture of the old battery setup. I fabricated a wooden mounting board for the Victron Shunt back in 
2022 for my new Lead Acid “Interim” Batteries. The first picture shows the wooden mounting board and the 
second shows the Shunt installed. This has been my setup for the last three years.  
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I also had to remove the 19-year-old converter and install a new one. Amazingly, the hole left after removing 
my subwoofer speaker is the only access to the Converter, and the mounting ears on the converter make it 
too wide to remove, so I had to get creative with my multi-tool and create a path for removal of the old 
converter. First picture:  the replacement is much smaller, and the notches I made will be covered by the 
speaker grill. The replacement converter is a WFCO brand with the Jumper that is used to put it in the Lithium 
Charge Profile. The original was 55A, and the new one is 60A. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The original 19-year-old converter that 
was removed. 

 

The new batteries are too wide to allow my mounting board, so I cut it in half and mounted the two halves 
facing each other, one for the Fuse and the other for the Shunt. The first picture shows one battery in place 
with the two halves of the mounting board facing each other. Visible is the Class T fuse on the rear mounting 
board and the Shunt on the front board; the second battery has not yet been installed.  

 

 

This picture is after the second 
battery was installed. 
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Here is a sideways shot showing the fuse, shunt, and the mess of wires. I still need to tidy up the wiring. The 
small-gauge red wire is the power wire for the Shunt. It only took me three years to figure out that this red 
wire is also the antenna for the Bluetooth connection. It was all nice and tidy like the grey wire in the photo, 
and I had about 5' of Bluetooth range. With it undone, I can see the shunt from the driver’s seat 30 feet away. 
I need to get creative here.  

 

Having my batteries on a sliding tray sounds great, but in reality, it adds a layer of complexity regarding how to 
safely restrain the battery cables so they do not get damaged with the sliding in and out. This will be 
addressed later, but I am still not totally happy with it. 

Dealing with the 4/0 battery cables was tougher than I imagined. I did buy some 3' long premade cables so 
that when I shortened them, I only had to put a terminal on one end. In all, I had to mount 4 terminals. My 
first issue was with cutting this cable. I did not buy a cable cutter for this size wire and had to chew my way 
through them with a smaller cable cutter. This, of course, buggered up the ends, which made them tough to 
slide into the terminals. I did, however, purchase a hydraulic Crimper designed for 6Ga through 4/0 cable, 
which made crimping easy-peasy. 
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I had an issue with the Chassis-side Circuit 
Breaker tripping at input currents above 37 
Amps. I determined it was either defective or 
was a 30A breaker mislabeled as a 60A 
breaker. Regardless, I bought a replacement, 
installed it, and rotated it for clearance to 
the removable panel. OK, I see that I need to 
rotate the wire on the left, it needs to be 
parallel to the ground, not at that hideous 
angle. I will fix that.  The replacement works 
as it should. 

 

Now I can put a full 50A into the DC 2 DC Charger without the breaker getting warm 
or tripping. The lower current on the output side is because some of the amperage is 
being used to provide the higher voltage required for the Lithium Batteries’ charging 
profile. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I applied some wire management to the battery cables and installed a couple of aluminum channels to act as 
battery hold-downs. The approach here is to resist movement. I am sure they would not stay put in a rollover 
accident, but if that happened, I wouldn't be worried about the batteries. 

 

 

 

I will add some non-conductive covering to the 
channels; aluminum is a great conductor. 
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So, this was my journey installing Lithium batteries in my Journey (pun intended).  

Some of the costs: 

1. DC 2 DC Charger $280 
2. Victron IP-65 Shunt $100 
3. WattCycle batteries $800 
4. Circuit Breakers $43 
5. Wire & Terminals $123 
6. Class T Fuse and Holder $136 
7. Hydraulic Crimp Tool $43 
8. Aluminum Channel $12 

Approx Total $1,537 

As always, I am on most Tuesday Live Streams and am willing to take questions you may have regarding this 
installation. 

My disclaimer:  I am not an Electrical Engineer, but I did stay at a Holiday Inn Express once. 

My email is good in QRZ and in the RVRN Member Roster 

73, Tim, WA8MD [RVRN member 2141] 

UPDATE 1 

After completing the battery install, I noticed an anomaly with the system. 

First, it was very hard to close the house battery tray, and when I got the tray about ¾ pushed in, the lights in 
the Journey would flicker or go out completely. 

Neither was a good situation, and before I had too many sleepless nights, I asked my nephew by marriage if he 
could help. Jayme is an engineer esquire, and young enough to crawl around on the concrete floor, which is 
something I just can't do any longer.  

It took about 5 minutes to find a loose ground connection at the frame. Simple fix, but he and I wanted to do 
more than just tighten the bolt. Everything was disconnected, wire brushed or sanded to clean bare metal, 
and reattached and tightened.  

Next, we attacked the hard-to-close battery tray. Jayme found a couple of flexible conduits in the way and 
relocated them to a higher position. Next was the corner of the aforementioned ground cable (4/0) that was 
hanging up on the corner of the new batteries (they are taller). We re-routed them to drape over another 
conduit, which held it at a height that cleared the corner of the batteries. 

For further clean up, I added new heat shrink to some exposed wire strands on the 4/0 pos and neg cables.  

I also put heat shrink on the aluminum channels I was using as battery hold-downs. Bare aluminum around big 
batteries like that makes me nervous. 

So after another 4 hours of work, I feel everything is working as it should, verified good charging from the 
converter, and verified charging from the DC 2 DC charger. The tray now opens and closes with ease. 

So, all good. 

UPDATE 2 

I was a little nervous about having two highly conductive pieces of Aluminum Channel sitting above my high-
amperage batteries.  



RVRN Network News May 2026 Page  
 

 

17  

I found this 0.75" ID heat shrink that had a 3:1 
shrink ratio, meaning it would shrink from .75" 
to .25", which is nice and tight on a .5 x .5 
channel. This heat shrink also has heat-
sensitive glue on the inside, so it won't slide 
around at all. I think this makes it much safer. 

 

 

 

UPDATE 3 

These projects never disappoint in the complexity department. 

The last hurdle to clear was my Trik-L-Start charger. The Trik-L-Start was a device installed by Winnebago at 
the factory in 2007. It draws a small amount of power from the House Batteries only when the bank voltage 
indicates you are plugged into shore power or running the generator. It can also put up to 5 amps of power 
back into the chassis batteries to make up for losses from parasitic loads when parked at a campground.  

Because the voltages are different from Lithium, the inventor of this item upgraded to the Amp-L-Start. Fast 
forward to a few years ago and he dies, then the company goes belly up. Enter a new entrepreneur, Matt, who 
produces the House2Start, which is a similar device.  

The Orion is shipped with a jumper between the L and H terminals and uses the Engine Shutdown Detection 
algorithm to control the on/off of the Orion. The issue is that any of the aforementioned trickle chargers could 
raise the voltage of the Chassis batteries to a voltage where the Orion could start draining current from the 
Chassis batteries and charging the House batteries, which could then kill your Chassis batteries. I finally figured 
out how to correct this, and the following is a post I recently put on the IRV2 forum. 

I have an update, and the fix was relatively simple. I discovered the issue with the House2Start or any of the 
trickle chargers is that the lithium house batteries could raise the voltage of the chassis batteries to a high 
enough level to start charging the house batteries through the Orion even when the engine was not running if 
the default jumper was installed between pins L and H. This scenario could deplete the chassis batteries. 

The answer is to take control of the Orion via the Remote Start ports. Since I had defeated the BIM's operation 
by disconnecting the coil voltage, I already had what I needed. Of the two wires I disconnected and 
abandoned, one was Ground; the other was the +12 V. This wire went to 12 V within a few seconds of engine 
start and stayed there. 

I removed the jumper wire between ports L and H and connected the 12V+ wire to the H port. Any voltage 
above >4V turns the Orion on, and anything <4V turns it off. I also had to go into the App and defeat the 
Engine Shutdown Detection, which gave me full control of the on and off via the 12V connection. 

I had a long phone conversation with the owner of House2Start and he confirmed that I had taken the correct 
action. I had confirmed that the old Trik-L-Start was charging the chassis batteries at 5A when shore power 
was connected to the engine shut down. The owner then told me I probably didn't need to spend the money 
on the House2Start if the Trik-L-Start was working, stating that the voltage differences between the two were 
not enough to be concerned with. That's a good owner. 

Everything is working now. 
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My HOA Buster Antenna Installation 

In addition to RVRN Nets, I also enjoy working on the 3905 Century Club’s Worked all States and DX Nets. I 
travel to Suffolk, VA, every few weeks to see two of my children and our youngest grandson, Declan. We 
usually drive our car to Suffolk and stay at my daughter Ashley’s house for the convenience and to spend time 
with her. 

I would like to do some /P operations from VA, and since Declan goes to bed early, I have plenty of time in the 
evenings to hop on the radio. When surveying the lay of the land at my daughter’s QTH, I had plenty of 
antenna options. There are enough trees for a decent wire antenna, most likely an end-fed ½ wave or an end-
fed random (which is not really random at all). Another option would be a POTA-style portable antenna that 
could be set up in the middle of her backyard. Then I thought of the HOA Buster Antenna. My daughter does 
not live in an HOA, but the ease of installation is appealing, so I ordered one. 

Before heading to VA with an untried and untested antenna, I decided to install it at my QTH and take it for a 
spin. The installation is very simple. The feed point from the radio is with coax to a Magical Coil (not really 
magic, but it sounds good). 

 

A wire clips to a second mounting stud of the base, 
and the other end of the wire clips to a downspout. 
Note that the 8’ lead should not touch the ground. 
Trimming the grass may be a good idea here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring clips are notorious for adding resistance, especially when 
connecting to a painted surface, so I put a self-tapping screw into 
the downspout and connected the clip to the screw.  
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Side Note:   
When setting this up in a more permanent install, I would opt for a ring terminal and bolt at the base of 
the coil and the same type of connection at the downspout. I would probably even scuff up the 
downspout to remove the paint, again for a better, less resistive connection. 

With the installation complete, I headed into the shack. I connected the antenna to the Coax 2 Direct position 
on my Palstar AT 1500 Tuner. This would allow me to operate on either antenna easily switching from Coax 1 
Tuned, to Coax 2 Direct. 

 

Selections to the left (Direct) bypass the tuner and selections to the right (Tuned) are run through the tuner 
circuit. With the decent SWRs I noted with my Nano-VNA, I opted to use the Direct side, which bypasses the 
Tuner Circuit. The following are the SWRs I recorded with my VNA. 

Band Freq in MHz SWR Comments 
160m 1.8 1.5  

 2.0 1.9  

75/80m 3.5 1.9  

 3.6 1.8  

 3.7 2.0  

 3.8 2.3  

 3.9 2.4  
 4.0 2.5  

40m 7.0 – 7.3 2.0  

30m   Did not check 
20m 14.0 – 14.35 1.9  

17m 18.068 – 18.168 2.3  

12m 24.890 – 24.990 1.7  

10m 28.0 – 29.7 1.5  

Not perfect, but workable. 

The HOA Buster is not really recommended for 160m operations, and I suspect the SWRs read were mostly a 
component of the match with the coil and less to do with the actual antenna (gutter), but the instructions do 
say if the gutter is long enough, it may still work for 160m. 
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My first impressions were not great; I could tell a marked decrease in the Rx on the Gutter Antenna vs my 
wire. People could hear me, but I think they heard me much better with my wire antenna. I thought about it 
overnight and remembered I had not verified the mechanical connection between the sections of the 
downspout. When I went outside to inspect, I noticed three slip joints on the downspout, each without a 
fastener. I added three self-tapping screws to secure these sections to provide continuity. See photos. 

   

I also noted that my QTH has continuous gutter sections with screws at each of the outside and inside corners. 
If this were a permanent installation for me, I would probably insert new screws at each of those corners to 
provide clean metal and better continuity between the gutter sections.  

Back inside the shack, I noticed a huge improvement in my Rx and joined a 20m Net that afternoon, where I 
ran one full round with the Gutter Antenna. The Rx is still about 3 dB lower than my wire antenna, but usable. 

I operated using my Acom Amp but kept the exciter down at 20W so as not to put more than 250W into the 
coil, which is its limit. 

Another good thing I saw is that my amp further improved the SWR, and most of the time I saw 1.1 to 1.3 on 
the Amplifier VSWR readout.  

I would not replace my wire antenna with the Alpha HOA Buster, but it might make for a good second 
antenna. When I install it at my daughter’s, I may report how well it works there. 

73, Tim, WA8MD [RVRN member 2141] 
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Calendar 

The RVRN’s main website, https://rvradionetwork.com, has current information on upcoming rallies, 
gatherings, and events.  The link to all our future rallies and events is at:  http://rvrn.net/. 

If you know of a great RV or Ham Radio-related event that other RVRN members or potential members may 
enjoy attending, please let us know at board@rvradionetwork.com. 

Upcoming Rallies and Gatherings 

RVRN FALL RALLY 2026 –  OCTOBER 4-9, 2026 

The RVRN’s Fall Rally 2026 is scheduled from Sunday, October 4, to 
Friday, October 9, 2026, at Unhitched RV Park and Campground in 
Milton, FL (about 25 miles northeast of Pensacola, FL). 

Unhitched RV Park and Campground 
8700 Gulf Pines Dr 
Milton, FL 32583 
https://www.unhitchedrv.com/locations/unhitched-milton 

Make your camping reservation directly with the campground.  Be 
sure to tell them you are with the RV Radio Network Rally. 

Campground Rally Site Rates:  Rally Rates range are $68 per day.  
These rates are for 2 adults and 2 children, age 11 and younger.  The 
Rally Rates only apply to the actual 5 rally nights.  All sites include 
30/50-amp electric service, water, sewer, WiFi, and cable TV. 

The RVRN Fall Rally Application is at:  https://rvradionetwork.com/FallRallyApp2026.php 

Rally Hosts Harold, N5IL, and Joyce have a range of activities and events captured in the Rally’s schedule.  The 
up-to-date Fall Rally information and schedule are on the RVRN website at 
https://rvradionetwork.com/fallrally26.php. 

The RVRN has been invited to a local Hamfest in Crestview, FL on the Saturday following the Rally, October 
10th.  Harold states that they have given the RVRN 2 tables inside to display RVRN programs, and are doing a 
lot to promote the RVRN program and membership.  They have limited RV dry parking on site. 

Please notify Rally Host, Harold, N5IL, and Joyce when you reserve your site.  Either email Harold, or call at 
512-831-9224, when you reserve your site. 

QUARTZFEST GATHERING –  JANUARY 17-23, 2027 

Are you planning to be in Arizona for Quartzfest in January?  If so, consider attending 
the RVRN Quartzfest Gathering with the RVRN group from January 17 to 23, 2027.  
RVRN members and those interested in joining the group will gather for social events.  
Many will also be camping in the area. 

The Quartzfest website is at:  https://quartzfest.org 

The RVRN plans to have gift certificates drawn for awarding to RVRN members. 

A signup link should be available soon for coordinating RVRN’s plans, activities, and camping area(s) for the 
Quartzfest 2026 event. 

Alan, AC0F, may once again coordinate the RVRN Quartzfest Gathering for 2027 (TBD). 

http://rvrn.net/
mailto:board@rvradionetwork.com
https://www.unhitchedrv.com/locations/unhitched-milton
https://rvradionetwork.com/FallRallyApp2026.php
https://rvradionetwork.com/fallrally26.php
http://hbell2209@gmail.com/
https://quartzfest.org/


RVRN Network News May 2026 Page  
 

 

22  

HAMCATION GATHERING –  FEBRUARY 12-14, 2027 

The RVRN is planning an RVRN HamCation Gathering during the 
HamCation hamfest in Orlando, overlapping with the HamCation event 
held February 12-14, 2027.  Over recent years, RVRN members attending 
HamCation have camped on the fairgrounds alongside members of the 
WBCCI (RV Service Net) and the FRVA (FMCA) Amateur Radio Chapter.  
RVRN has also held individual and joint social gatherings with these groups. 

A signup link should be available soon for coordinating RVRN’s plans, activities, and camping areas for the 
HamCation Gathering. Day  

Up-to-date information for the RVRN’s HamCation Gathering will be available at a later date on our Rallies-
Events page at http://rvrn.net/. 

HamCation hamfest event: https://www.hamcation.com/ 

Stephen, NY4NC, may once again lead the RVRN HamCation Gathering for 2027 (TBD). 

FUTURE RVRN RALLIES, GATHERINGS, AND EVENTS 

We need your help!  We really do!  If you have an idea or are interested in hosting or assisting with a Rally or 
Gathering this year, next year, or even in the future — regardless if in the Spring, Fall, Winter, or Summer; in 
the West, East, North, South, Midwest, Rockies, coastal areas, or even the desert — we would love to hear 
from you. 

Likewise, if you know of any Amateur Radio- or RV-related events that the RVRN can leverage from, contribute 
to, or participate in, then please share those as well.  Send your suggestions to board@rvradionetwork.com. 
  

http://rvrn.net/
https://www.hamcation.com/
mailto:board@rvradionetwork.com
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Committee Reports 

RVRN Committee Reports cover the fourth (4th) quarter – February through April 2026. 

Membership 

RVRN's 4th Quarter fiscal & membership year was completed on April 30, 2026. 

As of May 1st, we have 266 members, with 198 yet to renew for the 2026-27 year. 

If you have not yet renewed your membership, please go to:  
https://rvradionetwork.com/membership.php and renew as soon as possible. 

If you are not renewing and would like to be removed from our membership roster and email list, please take 
our Exit Survey at:  https://us18.list-manage.com/survey?u=e41d3f00d6ca88d400f160004&id=2b04ed5b74&attribution=false 

This information will be used only by the club and will not be shared with any outside parties. Your personal 
information will remain confidential. 

For questions about your membership, please contact Calvin, KC1M, at:  membership@rvradionetwork.com. 

IT/Webmaster 

 

Moved some items from the middle section to the 
right side of the website to reduce scrolling. Will 
continue to overcome some hurdles. 

 

 

Currently working on a design for smaller screens.  When accessing the 
site, the screen size (cell, tablet, or computer) will automatically be 
detected. When okayed by the Board, it will be implemented.   

Still looking for a younger person to take over. 

Added more albums to the Photos page.  
• 2026 HamCation  

• 2026 Quartzfest 

• 2025 Fall Rally 

Pictures were obtained from the RVRN’s Facebook page and from Discord.  Would be nice if people would 
send them to me! 

Spring Rally and Fall Rally pages are up and functioning. 

Still working with the President, the Vice President, and the former President to move to a different hosting 
account. 

If you have any questions, please contact Theresa, KC3WXB, at gmatr2015@gmail.com. 

Theresa, KC3WXB 

https://rvradionetwork.com/membership.php
https://us18.list-manage.com/survey?u=e41d3f00d6ca88d400f160004&id=2b04ed5b74&attribution=false
http://membership@rvradionetwork.com/
http://gmatr2015@gmail.com/
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Publicity/PR 

The RVRN’s Publicity/Public Relations (PR) group has been active on multiple social media 
platforms during the 4th Quarter. 

You can follow RVRN on Instagram: @rvradionetwork. Any member fluent with 
Instagram, who would like to help the club grow this social media presence, please 

get in touch with me at:  kc1m@yahoo.com.. 

The RVRN has both a Facebook page and a “Members Only” Facebook Group. We will cross-post club 
information from our Facebook page and the “Members Only” Facebook group. The RVRN page at 

https://www.facebook.com/rvradionetwork is open to all Facebook users, whether they are RVRN members 
or not. Anyone can Like and Follow our Facebook page. 

The RVRN “Members’ Only” Facebook Group is accessible only to club members. You’ll need to join and 
answer all the questions to be approved. Our membership shares many posts that interest both RVers and 
Hams. Please ask to join at:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/rvradionetwork. 

Whenever you see posts on our Facebook page, please share them with your friends and with any other 
groups or pages you follow, especially other Ham groups.  This helps us reach those who may be interested. 

RVRN’s Discord server is operational for members.  The Discord platform facilitates interactions among 
members on multiple topics, providing “easy-to-find” questions and answers on various subjects. 

Join the RVRN Discord server at https://discord.gg/wajKyHDhG5.  The following channels are available: 
# rvrn-net-announcements 
# general-chat 
# where-are-we-this-week 
# radios-amps 
# tuners-antennas 
# rv-chat 
# spring-rally-2026 
# hamvention-2026 
# fall-rally-2026 
# weekly-rvrn-video-net 
# quartzfest -2027 
# yuma-hamfest-2027 
# hamcation-2027 
# rv-upgrades 
# discord-tips-and-questions 

For any social media information or requests, please contact: kc1m@yahoo.com. 

To find out more about Discord and how it works: https://discord.com/ 

For new Discord users, Tim, WA8MD, has prepared a Zoom presentation covering the basics.  Please download 
the video file at: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h1vYi_77rX52VQmv9fRaJdKtUsraxGPA/view?usp=drive_link. 

Calvin, KC1M 

/Users/RJ/Documents/Ham_RVRN/Network_News/NN_25q2_2511/@rvradionetwork
mailto:kc1m@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/rvradionetwork
https://www.facebook.com/groups/rvradionetwork
https://discord.gg/wajKyHDhG5
http://kc1m@yahoo.com/
https://discord.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h1vYi_77rX52VQmv9fRaJdKtUsraxGPA/view?usp=drive_link
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Awards 

We’ve had a good start with awards this year.  Here is a short report from mid-April for 
the awards we’ve given this year: 

Radio Network Spirit Award for Nets 
1st Quarter 2026 Jim, W1IK 

Radio Network Spirit Award for Events 
Fall Rally 2025 Tom, KI5ECE 

Most Times Checked Into A Net 
20 Meter Jim, W1IK 29 
40 Meter Dennis, N9LWE 117 
40 Meter Western Mark, KI6HOB 17 
Multimode George, AD2IH 14 

Rally Hosts Pins 
Calvin, KC1M 
Bob, K5HRB 
Ron, K5MUL 
Tom, KI5ECE 
Michelle, N3YRZ 
Dwight, W8TJT 
Phil, W4AKY 

Special Service Keychain 
Fall Rally 2025 Tom, KI5ECE 

NCS Awards 
NCS Pins 

500 Fred, KA2HPG 
250 Fred, KA2HPG; Hank, K4HM 
100 Rob, N0ROB; Michelle, N3YRZ; and Dwight, W8TJT 
50 Brian, K5BJR; Steve, K7SWS; and George, AD2IH 
5 Calvin, KC1M; and Jose, KK4WP 

Most Check-ins On The Net 
20 Meters George, AD2IH 23 
40 Meter N0ROB 27 
40 Meter Western Steve, K7SWS 17 
Multimode Hank, K4HM 18 

We haven’t given any of the “On the Move” or “Mover and Shaker” awards. 

The awards committee clarified a rule on the “checked in from most locations, because this award is not 
dependent on contacts or signal strength; the location of the operator, not the transmitter, will be used.  We 
do have an application for awards on the website.  I hope we receive some soon. 

We welcome members interested in joining the awards committee.  Let me know at:  msack@verizon.net. 

Michelle, N3YRZ 

mailto:msack@verizon.net
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Communications 

About the only info I have is that, with the days getting longer, a fair amount of our check-
ins are later in the evening, checking in to the net.  It is not a bother to me, but some of 
the NCS's are not pleased to be there longer. 

The following is an example of the Nets’ metrics from April (thanks to Michelle, N3YRZ): 

 40m Net 

(Sun-Fri; 6 nights/wk) 

40m Western Net 

(Wed night only) 

20m Net 

(Tue, Thu; 2 days/wk) 

Echolink 
(aka Multimedia) 
(Thu night only) 

Nets 26 5 9 5 
Check-ins 363 37 98 68 

Average 14 7 11 14 
High 21 10 20 17 

For questions on the Nets, contact Fred, KA2HPG, at https://rvradionetwork.com/mailform.php?recipient=ka2hpg 

Governance 

There are four (4) thrusts with Governance: 

• Rally Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) 

• Election SOP 

• Officer, Director, and Committee Leads Descriptions 

• By-Laws updates 

As in the last quarter, the focus remains on the Rally SOP.  The initial framework is in 
place.  The goal is to have a workable Rally SOP in the near term.  A Rally SOP is needed to guide the planning 
and successful execution of forthcoming rallies and gatherings, and to be updated and tailored as needed. 

Some needed updates to the By-Laws are also looming. 

Newsletter 

Your contributions, submissions, suggestions, hints, ideas, photographs, reports, and 
recommendations are not just welcome; they are vital!  They highlight what we, the 
RVRN, really are and what we do. 

If you are unsure about developing an idea, please reach out to me so we can work 
together to bring that concept to life.  I am happy to help you draft it if needed.  
Potential articles or photo contributions related to RVs, amateur radio, and especially the combination of 
the two, are of particular interest to the Network News.  This includes operating from your RV (including 
virtually remoting back to your home station), your operating position (including challenges, constraints, 
installation, etc.), radio installation, your RV’s antennas and their mountings, RVs in general, and even the 
fantastic location you visited or operated from. 

I am always wanting, searching, and even pleading for content.  Help me help all of us! 

The Network News will only be as great as each version’s content!  I look forward to working with you!  Please 
reach out to me via any of the following paths: 

Email: jj@wr5e.net 
Phone: 303.304.0237  (voice, text message) 

  

JJ, WR5E 

JJ, WR5E 

Fred, KA2HPG 

https://rvradionetwork.com/mailform.php?recipient=ka2hpg
mailto:jj@wr5e.net
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The End 

Humor and Such 

Humor 

A man walks into a library and asks for books about paranoia. 
The librarian whispers, “They’re right behind you!” 
  Source:  The Flyover, Monday, March 30, 2026; https://jointheflyover.com/jokes-riddles/monday-march-30-2026/ 

Quotes 

Epictetus, a man who was born into slavery during the Roman Empire, said: 
“Some things are in our control.  Others are not.” 

Epictetus added, “There is only one way to happiness, and that is to cease worrying about things 
which are beyond the power of our will.”  And, “Circumstances don’t make the man, they only 
reveal him to himself.” 

“If you think you’re too small to make a difference, try sleeping with a mosquito.” — Dalai Lama 

“Life is either a daring adventure or nothing at all.” — Helen Keller 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://jointheflyover.com/jokes-riddles/monday-march-30-2026/
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Haikus –  Ham Style 

DAVID ROGERS, KB9YYM ( POSTED DECEMBER 15, 2023)  

Did I work O M? 
Did not talk and no dit dah. 
No, he was not worked. 
 

GREG SMITH, N6NYX (POSTED DECEMBER 8, 2023)  

The past is prologue 
When the radio captures 
The love of youngsters 

JOHN MAIZELS, VK2JPM ( POSTED DECEMBER 1, 2023)  

Must be rag-chew time! 
Nice to hear you five by nine 
Send a QSL 
 

BRETT GLASS, WY7BG ( POSTED NOVEMBER 24, 2023)  

Christmas season’s here. 
All the lights are lovely, but… 
They make QRM!

========================================================================================== 
The Ham Radio Haikus listed above are sourced from the Amateur Radio Newsline/Ham Radio Haiku website at 
https://www.arnewsline.org/past-haikus and presented here with ARN’s permission. 

  

https://www.arnewsline.org/past-haikus
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Membership / Renewal 

The RV Radio Network’s membership application or renewal can be completed online from the RV Radio 
Network’s website at:  https://rvradionetwork.com/membership.php. 

Ensure your payment goes to RV Radio Network, which will appear on the final PayPal page when you click on 
the Complete Purchase button. 

The RV Radio Network’s Membership Year is from May 1 to April 30. 

MEMBERSHIP RATES – NEW MEMBER’S PRORATED RATE SCHEDULE 

May 1 - Jul 31 $12.00 prime licensee + $6.00 per additional licensed family member + $2 new fee 

Aug 1 - Oct 31 $9.00 prime licensee + $4.50 per additional licensed family member + $2 new fee 

Nov 1 - Jan 31 $6.00 prime licensee + $3.00 per additional licensed family member + $2 new fee 

Feb 1 - Apr 30 $3.00 prime licensee + $1.50 per additional licensed family member + $2 new fee 

MEMBERSHIP RATE – RENEWALS 

All renewals are due by April 30. 

$12.00 for the prime licensee and $6.00 for each additional licensed family member. 

RVRN Club Call –  WE2RV 

RV Radio Network current members may request use of the club call WE2RV for special events, contests, or 
general QSOs.  Here is how to make a request: 

• Email the Trustee the dates and locations you 
plan to use the club call:  Calvin Means, KC1M, 
at kc1m@yahoo.com. 

• If available, you will receive a return email 
with your authorization.  Only one request per 
day will be authorized. 

• Upon completing your request period, you 
must furnish a log of all contacts made with the 
club call.  The log must be converted from your 
logging program to an .adi file, which you then 
send as an email attachment to the Trustee, 
Calvin Means, KC1M, at kc1m@yahoo.com, and 
to the QSL Manager, Michelle Sack, N3YRZ, at 
msack@verizon.net. 

• The QSL Manager will upload all club call sign use to LOTW, eQSL, QRZ, and Club Log, along with 
handling all QSL card requests. 

• While using the WE2RV club call, you should identify as WE2RV/(?) with the “?” being your actual 
location’s call area such as 4,7, 5, etc.  You can say “WE2RV Portable ?”, but just use the “WE2RV/ ?” in 
your logs.  It is also best to indicate your City, State, County, etc., in your logs.  The Home QTH for the club 
call is Georgia, “4 land”, so please use “/ ?” even if you are located in “2 land”. 

• The WE2RV club call has an OMISS number, OM# 14256, and is great to use as a combination with your 
own station on OMISS and other award-type nets. 

If any questions, then please contact the Trustee, Calvin, KC1M; or the QSL Manager, Michelle, N3YRZ.

https://rvradionetwork.com/membership.php
mailto:kc1m@yahoo.com
mailto:kc1m@yahoo.com
mailto:msack@verizon.net


 

 

RV Radio Network (RVRN) Nets 
40m HF Nets – 7264 KHz  10KHz 

Evening Net 7:00 pm CT (8:00 pm ET) on Sunday – Friday 
Tech Net is on Wednesdays – regular Net with focus on Ham and RV Tech 

Western Net 8:15 pm PT (11:15 pm ET, 10:15 CT, 9:15 MT) on Wednesday-only 
20m HF Net – 14283 KHz  15KHz 

11:15 am CT (12:15 pm ET) on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
 HF Net check-ins start ~15 minutes prior. 
 RVRN’s HF Nets use NetLogger – found on NetLogger (web) or with Net Scraper (iOS) 
 Please check NetLogger or Net Scraper for the exact net frequency being used. 

EchoLink Net 8:00 pm CT (9:00 pm ET) on Thursdays 
Meeting on the Multi-Mode SouthEast Conference Node, *SELINK* 
RVRN EchoLink information details at  https://rvradionetwork.com/echolink.php.  

Information on the Multi-Mode South East Conference Node *SELINK* at 
https://rvradionetwork.com/SELINK.php. 

Subscribe to weekly EchoLink Net reminder/update with Hank, hank@k4hm.net. 
Video Net – 8:00 pm CT (9:00 pm ET) Tuesdays at:  Meeting ID 857 9813 5013, Passcode 322640; 

or with https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85798135013?pwd=JK4LPtK6qXbhdbiS9mYbbviYwAdBXk.1 

Rally or Gathering (in-park):  146.58 MHz Simplex 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

The RVRN is an all-volunteer organization dedicated to serving 
its members.  Officers and Directors are elected (elected 15APR25 

with a 01MAY25 – 30APR27 term).  The RVRN President appoints the 
Committee’s leads and members. 
 

RVRN releases the Network News for its members each quarter of RVRN’s fiscal year (AUG, NOV, FEB, and MAY).  Back 
issues of Network News are available on the RVRN website at: https://rvradionetwork.com. 

The Network News invites you to share your hints, tips, ideas, photos, and articles with fellow members.  Please send 
those contributions to the Editor, JJ, WR5E, at jj@wr5e.net by the 20th of the month before the release.  If you prefer a 
hard copy printout of the Network News, then please contact the Editor. 

Technical items included in the Network News are for your information only.  The RV Radio Network accepts no legal 
responsibility for such information. 

B a c k  P a g e  

Officers 
President Dwight Bonifield W8TJT 
Vice President Michelle N3YRZ 
Secretary  Bob Carl N0ROB 
Treasurer  Alan Beebe AC0F 

Directors 
 Tim Fox K9TCF 
 Calvin Means KC1M 
 JJ Lambert WR5E 

Immediate Past President 
 Hank Montgomery K4HM 

Committees 
Membership Calvin Means KC1M 
Communications Fred Koch KA2HPG 
ARRL Liaison Tom Abernethy W3TOM 
IT/Webmaster Theresa KC3WXB 
Publicity / PR Calvin Means KC1M 
Awards Michelle N3YRZ 
Governance  JJ Lambert WR5E 
Newsletter  JJ Lambert WR5E 

Who gets or does what…. 
Financial Questions 
 Treasurer, Alan, AC0F, at 

https://rvradionetwork.com/mailform.php?recipient=ac0f 

Initial Membership or Renewals 
 Online at https://rvradionetwork.com/membership.php 
Membership Enquiries 
 Membership, Calvin, KC1M, at 

https://rvradionetwork.com/mailform.php?recipient=KC1M 
Website Contributions, Ideas, and Questions 
 Webmaster, Theresa, KC3WXB, at gmatr2015@gmail.com 
Nets, Net Questions, Net Control Station (NCS) 
 Communications, Fred, KA2HPG, at 

https://rvradionetwork.com/mailform.php?recipient=ka2hpg 
Tech Questions 
 Wednesdays on the 40m HF Tech Net 
Comments, Questions, or Board Issues: 
 Link on Website or board@rvradionetwork.com 
Newsletter Contributions, Ideas, Photos, etc. 
 Editor, JJ, WR5E, at jj@wr5e.net 

The RV Radio Network (RVRN) club’s call is WE2RV.  Listen for the club call on our nets and at special events like rallies.  
Michelle, N3YRZ, is the QSL Manager.  QSL cards are available.  Criteria for using the club call is available on the website. 

WE2RV 
Trustee Calvin Means KC1M 
QSL Manager  Michelle N3YRZ 

https://netlogger.org/
https://www.k3clr.com/
https://rvradionetwork.com/echolink.php
https://rvradionetwork.com/SELINK.php
mailto:hank@k4hm.net
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85798135013?pwd=JK4LPtK6qXbhdbiS9mYbbviYwAdBXk.1
https://rvradionetwork.com/
mailto:jj@wr5e.net
https://rvradionetwork.com/mailform.php?recipient=ac0f
https://rvradionetwork.com/membership.php
https://rvradionetwork.com/mailform.php?recipient=KC1M
mailto:gmatr2015@gmail.com
https://rvradionetwork.com/mailform.php?recipient=ka2hpg
mailto:board@rvradionetwork.com
mailto:jj@wr5e.net
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