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Up Front… 

Dwight’s Passing  

Following the recent passing of RVRN President Dwight, W8TJT, on June 14, 2026, the 
RVRN Vice President, Michelle, N3YRZ, assumed the position of President for the 
remainder of the current term, ending April 30, 2027. 

Michelle has been a member of RVRN since 2018 and has held numerous positions with 
the club.  She was elected Vice President last year.  She has also served as Secretary, 
Newsletter Editor, and Awards Committee Chair.  She has cohosted several RVRN rallies 
with Dwight. 

Following the RVRN Bylaws, the President, with the approval of the Executive Board, appointed Tim, WA8MD, 
to the Vice President position for the remainder of the current term, through April 30, 2027: 

7) Vacancy in elected offices: b) A vacancy in an elected office during the second half of a term will be filled as soon 
as possible by appointment of the President with approval of the board of directors. 

President’s Report 

Here we are in the heat of the summer.  We hear from members of the club about 
various events and happenings around the country and world. Members have let us 
know how hot (enough to buckle a road) or how cool (50’s in July) it is.  We also got 
reports of a nearby house exploding, taking out 2 others, and a survey of the damage.  
We got flood reports from MO and TX with members reporting they are safe.  We have 
followed recoveries, kitchen remodels, station changes, and RV repairs.  And we’ve 
gotten check-ins from around the world.  Australia is a regular on the multimode net and 
Jose KK4WP has checked in from France, Crete, and other countries that I have missed.  We followed Calvin, 
KC1M, and Jane throughout FL and heard Kelly, KC5MEM, on his cemetery visits.  Tim, W8TWF, brings us along 
bike rides and projects fixing radios.  We’ve helped to offer solutions to radio or RV issues.  Many others I’ve 
missed when I’m not on the nets or propagation doesn’t allow me to hear.  So, yes, I’d say we’re meeting our 
motto of “Friends keeping in touch via amateur radio and RV’s”. 

In keeping with our motto, the RV part … there are several rallies and gatherings scheduled.  In October, the 
Fall Rally will be in Milton, FL.  I’m looking forward to seeing members there.  

We’ll be having gatherings at Quartzfest and HamCation.  The Spring Rally will coincide with Hamvention and 
be at Follow the River in Florence, Indiana.  And we are going west to California for the Fall 2027 Rally.  
Hopefully, we’ll get to meet more of our western members.  

Some other hosts have made suggestions, and we’re working with them to see about some other locations 
and times of the year.  As we get details, we’ll share.  And if you’d like a rally or gathering in your area, we’d 
like to talk with you.  Our rally SOP (standard operating procedures) is being revised to simplify events.  

Welcome back, Jon, KC9OO, and thanks for picking up the Wednesday Tech Night nets.  Also, thank you to 
Dave, N8SBE, and Jim, W1IK, for taking the net when he is not available.  Jim, W1IK, and Tim, WA8MD, are 
covering 20-meter nets too.   We’d like to welcome you too.  Please let Fred, KA2HPG, or me know if you’d like 
to be an NCS. 

November 1 each year, a global ham radio operating event is held to remember departed amateur radio 
operators.  Participants operate in Morse code (CW) on the 80- and 40-meter bands, sending reports honoring 
Silent Keys they wish to recognize.  

Dwight, W8TJT (SK) 

Michelle, N3YRZ 
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We plan to do a Silent Key memorial on November 1 as a tribute to all our RVRN silent keys.  We will announce 
that we are honoring our silent keys, and you will find them listed in the AIM window.  If I find a CW operator, 
we will have him/her send an appropriate message at the end of a moment of silence.  

I am happy to hear your ideas and implement them if feasible.  Email to:  msack@verizon.net.  

73, Michelle, N3YRZ 

Vice President’s  Report 

It's a beautiful morning here in Ohio, and this old man is feeling very refreshed.  Many 
of you followed me through the physical issues I recently navigated.  I want to thank all 
of you who voiced prayers and sent good vibes my way.  The surgery was a success, and 
I am on my way to a full recovery.  But enough of that. 

A lot has changed since the last newsletter; sadly, we lost Dwight, Michelle became 
President, and she tapped me to be her appointed Vice President.  The Board approved 
my appointment unanimously, for which I am grateful, and now it is time to get busy. 

One of the first things I did was ask to be placed on the Governance Committee so I can put my newfound 
energy to good use.  I feel like the Committee has crested a hill, and we are picking up a bit of speed moving 
toward completion of some much-needed Standard Operating Procedures.  We have a long way to go but are 
working well together; thanks to JJ for allowing me to help out.  

My role as VP is to assist Michelle, provide a sounding board for her ideas and lend assistance wherever I can.  
I can tell you this:  Michelle loves this club, its members, and has dedicated herself to serving you. 

I am also leading the response to the latest Club Survey regarding our Rallies.  Emails have been sent to those 
who have asked for more information, and I await responses from those individuals.  

I will repeat what I said in my Bio when I ran for this position over a year ago:  I am an open door, and if you 
have concerns, ideas, or even some gripes, feel free to contact me.  My information is current in the Club 
Roster, and my email on QRZ is also current. 

73, Tim, WA8MD 

Secretary’s  Report 

[The Secretary’s report for the 1st quarter was not available.] 

 

 

 

 

 

Treasurer’s  Report 

The Treasurer’s report for the 1st quarter is available within the RVRN’s Members Only 
area, and then by clicking the Network News link.  The current Network News edition and 
previous editions can be found at https://rvradionetwork.com/networknews.php. 

  

Rob, N0ROB 

Alan, AC0F 

Tim, WA8MD 

mailto:msack@verizon.net
https://rvradionetwork.com/networknews.php
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Newsworthy Items 

Silent Key –  Dwight Bonifield, W8TJT, Net 1465 

RV Radio Network lost a significant member of the club on 
June 14, 2026.  Dwight Bonifield was President at the time of 
his death. A giant on-air presence on the Nets, “Whisky 8 
Two Juicy Tomatoes” would boom in with his “34 Watts”. 
Those 34 Watts were sent via an amp and could be heard 
across the country. For the holidays, he was “Whisky 8 Two 
Jumbo Turkeys”. 

Dwight hosted/co-hosted five rallies. He loved to cook on his 
Blackstone grill and insisted that a hot breakfast be served at 
the start of each day. He made an exception for the 
departure day if Amish donuts were served. He was 
instrumental in establishing the tradition of RV radio setup 
tours and proudly displayed his setup, including the lift that 
raised his antenna to the top of his RV.  

Dwight helped transition the RV Radio Network to allow 
members to vote and have a say in their club. He has served 
as Director of Public Relations, Vice President, and President. 
He also served as an NCS for many nets and started the tech 
night.  

Before getting into RVing, Barb and Dwight toured the 
country on motorcycles. He also drove “the big yellow 
twinkie,” as he called the bus, for the Mideast Career and 
Technology Center in Zanesville.  

Dwight Bonifield, W8TJT, was born on June 6, 1944, in 
Zanesville, Ohio, the son of the late Glenn Eugene Bonifield 
and Mary Alice (Slater) Bonifield. Dwight is survived by his 3 
children: Chad Bonifield, Yvette Bonifield, and Joelle Marlow; 
4 grandchildren: Justin Bonifield, Kayla Bonifield, Brady 
Marlow, and Brett Marlow; great-granddaughter Sophie; 
many special friends and other family members. In addition 
to his parents, Dwight is preceded in death by his wife of 35 
years, Barbara Bonifield. 

Dwight proudly served in the United States Army for 22 
years. As a Master Sergeant, he worked as an Electronics 
Technician at the Newark Air Force Defense Base until he 
retired. 

Dwight was a Shriner and a 32nd Degree Mason MSA, serving 
as the Master Cosmetologist at the Valley of Cambridge AASR 
for many years. He was also a member of the WBCCI and 
handled the Sunday nets for them.  

Dwight W8TJT -rest in peace, my friend – de Michelle, N3YRZ 
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Welcome New Members 

The RV Radio Network welcomes the following new members (during RVRN’s 2026/2027 1st Quarter; May, 
June, and July 2026): 

2281 Lewin, Paul KB0DWT Colorado Springs  CO 
2282 Christopher, Jim KA8NRK Centerville OH 
2283 Myszka Edward  KE4ROC Huntsville AL 
2284 Bright, Mike W7OMB Pocatello ID 
2285 Bushman, Greg N7BSH Green River WY 
2286 Burnette, Billy WB4VOL Ooltewah TN 
2287 Reeves, Eddie KD4EDR Chattanooga TN 
2288 Markey, Rick KN3C Lebanon PA 
2289 Watkins, Michael W4HOO Richmond VA 
2290 Armold, Blake  W0SCA Idaho Springs CO 
2291 Fulton, Jeff K8KCI Oakley MI 
2292 Irons, Kevin KB9OMS Delavan IL 
2293 Sheppard, Terry W4VOL Beech Bluff TN 
2294 Werner, Robert KC4URW Meadowbrook AL 
2295 Loen, Vance WV5L Franklin NC 

73, Calvin, KC1M [RVRN member 1446, Director, Membership Lead, Publicity/PR Lead, NCS] 

Member Spotlight –  John, KJ5FIA, and Jackie, KJ5JAA 

John is a retired Air Force medical equipment repair 
technician and instructor. He keeps busy during the day 
with projects and by building radio antennas for his 
amateur radio. Jackie also retired from the Air Force but 
continues to work as a Nurse Case Manager in public 
health. She plans to retire in September 2026.  

John and Jackie started RVing in 2020, just before the 
COVID lockdown.  They started in a Fleetwood Storm, 
where they did weekend trips to the state parks in 
Texas, with their longest trip being to Florida.  They have 
only been able to do short weekend trips since Jackie 
has a full-time job.  They currently RV in a Jayco 
Greyhawk and can hardly wait to get out and explore. 

They started amateur radio in 2024.  They currently hold a General-class license and are working toward their 
Extra.  John is also a member of the Amateur Radio Emergency Services (ARES).  This gave him the opportunity 
to serve during the 2025 Texas Hill Country Flooding.  They enjoy taking the radios to the parks for Parks on 
the Air (POTA).  They were excited to learn about the Fall Rally in San Antonio for the Recreation Vehicle Radio 
Network.  They are looking forward to attending other rallies because everyone was so kind. 

73, John, KJ5FIA [RVRN member 2222] 
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Features 

Spring Rally –  2026 

 

RVRN’s Spring Rally 2026 took place at the Follow the River RV Resort in Florence, Indiana, from Saturday, May 
9, to Thursday, May 14, 2026. 

The resort was well equipped to meet our needs. RV spaces were spacious, with concrete pads. The large 
indoor club room had tables and chairs, a full kitchen with appliances and equipment to meet our cooking 
needs, a game room to entertain some, and a large-screen TV mounted on the wall for our programs to make 
their presentations. 

A great turnout with only one cancellation due to family problems.  We were glad to have four hams from 
California!  Two were just passing through to the East Coast, and two were moving to Indiana. 

Those participating were: 
 

Tom, W3TOM, and Debbie, KA3VNF 

Harold, N5IL, and Joyce 

Eric, K0BTW 

Leon, N5PU, and Shirley 

Dan, KE6NYT, and Justin, KI6DJO 

Tim, K9TCF, and JoAnne, K9JMF 

Chris, N8PVL, and Rhyanon 

Tim, W8TWF 

Roy, KB9ORF, and Kimberly, KB9ROO 

Stephen, NY4NC, and Ruth 

Ken, KY4COP 

Phil, W4AKY, and Diane 

JJ, WR5E 

Kirk, AB8BC 

Tim, WA8MD, and Jeannette, WA8MDX 

Dave, N8SBE, and Judi 

Steve, AG2AA 

Theresa, KC3WXB 

Michelle, N3YRZ 

Ron, K5MUL, and Carol 

Dave, WA0RKE 

Scott, N9FDX, and Denice 

Terry, N6MON, and Debra, N6MQQ 

Jim, W1IK 
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SATURDAY –  DAY 1 

We started the activities with a new-
and-first-timer meeting before the 
opening ceremony.  We were happy 
that all sessions were well attended.  
Michelle, N3YRZ, led most of the 
opening ceremonies.  It was a good 
opening, with everyone meeting 
new people and reconnecting with 
old friends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY –  DAY 2 

Sunday was a full day 
starting off with an 
excellent breakfast 
headed up by Phil, 
W4AKY, and a group of 
energetic volunteers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The day’s programs began with a presentation by Roy, KB9ORF, 
on solar charging for RVs. 

 

 

 

 

Tim, K9TCF; addressing the Opening 

Phil, W4AKY Roy, KB9ORF;  and Stephen, NY4NC Steve, AG2AA 

Roy, KB9ORF; Solar Presentation 
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At 2:00, ARRL Indiana Section Manager Robert Burns, 
AK9R, gave a presentation on ARRL Membership and 
handed out ARRL Gift Certificates to attendees. 

After that, a traveling entourage visited RV radio 
setups around the park. 

There was a hamburger and hot dog dinner that 
evening, followed by a RVRN Zoom meeting for all 
members. 

Busy day, but a good time for all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MONDAY –  DAY 3 

Monday was our scheduled Free Day, and many went out to see the sights and visit our many attractions in 
the area.  We had asked the campground if we could move the fire ring due to its proximity to the road and 
the number of people coming to the campfire.  The result was the campground providing a large fire pit for us 
to use in the middle of the grass.  Of course, we had a campfire going that evening for all.  The campfire social 
was well attended. 

TUESDAY –  DAY 4 

Tuesday’s breakfast was just as good as the days before and well attended. 

 

The activities started out at 10:00 with a presentation by 
Tom, W3TOM, on solar propagation.  It was well attended, 
and there were a lot of questions and comments on the 
material.  The subject is complicated and merits further 
discussion in the future.  Maybe at the next spring rally!   

 

 

 
 

12:00 saw the 20-meter net run by Harold, N5IL, and Michelle, N3YRZ.  I should point out that the radio 
systems were in place the whole rally due to Harold, N5IL, bringing the radio and Phil, W4AKY, providing the 
antenna.  The campground allowed using the clubhouse roof to mount the antenna for great signal strength. 

Jim, W1IK; getting the audio/video right 

Michelle, N3YRZ; leading the Member Zoom meeting 

Tom, W3TOM; and Steve, AG2AA 
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At 2:00, we had a Zoom call with Karin, KD4DXX, from RT 
Systems, about the radio programming software her company 
produces.  Since many hams in our group use RT Systems’ 
software, it was a useful presentation. 

 

 

 

At 5:00, we had our catered meal.  We had baked chicken and/or pork chops 
with potatoes, carrots, and corn.  Dessert was a couple of cakes decorated 
with our club logo and the rally emblem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Karin, KD4DXX, with her RT Systems Club Presentation via Zoom 

Steve, AG2AA Tim, W8TWF; and Stephen, NY4NC Tim, W8TWF 
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At 6:00, we had the rally drawings.  Stephen, NY4NC, won 
the $250 DX Engineering gift certificate; Jim, W1IK, won 
the $150 DX Engineering gift certificate; Dave, N8SBE, won 
the $100 DX Engineering gift certificate; and Ken, KY4COP, 
won a $50 DX Engineering gift certificate.  Just about 
everyone won something like mobile speakers, power 
wire, and power pole connectors.  Leon, N5PU, donated a 
home weather station, and it was won by Joyce. 

 

At 9:00, those assembled in the Rally Hall joined the RVRN Video Net’s Zoom call. Michelle, N3YRZ, received a 
call from Dwight, W8TJT, and performed a “patch”, holding her phone to the Zoom call’s microphone so 
Dwight could be heard on the call. 

WEDNESDAY –  DAY 5 

Breakfast started out our day, and thanks to a great crew for cooking and cleaning the meals during the week. 

At 10:00, Tim, W8TWF, gave a talk about 3D printing.  He 
had a machine there, and it was making small parts for 
an Icom radio.  Many of the members had 3D printers, 
and many did not.  Maybe some will go out and buy one. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

2:00, Chris, N8PVL, started his talk about Fox Hunting and the basics 

of the art.  He then sent the interested parties out to hunt foxes.  Fun 

was had by all.   

 

Rally Hosts Joanne, K9JMF, and Tim, K9TCF 

Chris, N8PVL 

Sadly, the picture of Jim 
receiving his DXE 

Certificate is not available 

Jim, W1IK; $150 DXE Certificate Dave, N8SBE; $100 DXE Certificate Ken, KY4COP; $50 DXE Certificate Stephen, NY4NC; $250 DXE Certificate 
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Tim, K9TCF 

THURSDAY –  DAY 6 

Donuts, coffee, and juice were served as all departed.  Some went to Xenia for the hamvention, some went 
home, and some stayed there for a few extra days. 

It was a good time by all and a great example of everyone contributing to the success of the rally.  A special 
shoutout to Jim, W1IK, who was a major help by providing the sound and video equipment that made all the 
presentations and Zoom meetings possible.  Thanks to all. 

73, Tim, K9TCF [RVRN member 1507, Director] 

 

Stephen, NY4NC 
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Ruth  

Phil ,  W4AKY,  and Diane  

Terry,  N6MON 
 

Steve,  AG2AA  

Ron, K5MUL  

Joyce  
Justin,  KI6DJO  

Dave,  WA0RKE  

Tim, WA8MD  Dan, KE6NYT  Mike,  K8COH  

Theresa, KC3WXB  

Debbie,  KE3VNF  

Roy,  KB9ORF  

Kim, KB9ROO  Debra,  N6MQQ  
 

Terry and Debra are next 
year’s  Fal l  Ral ly  -  2027 Hosts  

Prize Winners (not inclusive)  
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Experiences –  ARRL’s Field Day –  2026 

The following is a collection of RVRN members reporting on their Field Day 
2026 experiences. 

 

MARK, KI6HOB 

My son and I spent Field Day with our local 
club SARA.  We worked 10 meters; even 
though the band was dead, we still were able 
to make contacts.  This was Cameron’s first 
experience at working HF. 

The antenna pictured is a Sorak antenna with 
the wire strung clear down the hillside.  It can 
tune to 160 meters and performed admirably.  
Other antennas included a Spool antenna, 
ATAS 100, G5RV, and sloper-style antennas.  
While working HF is fun, we also enjoyed the 
social aspect of the event. 

We invited other RVRN members from outside 
the area to join us. KD6HOF, Tim from Colfax, 
joined us and made contact with Gordon West 
of all people.  They talked about the knitted 
blanket Tim’s mother made and donated to 
Gordon at QuartzFest.   

Participating in Field Day is more than being a 
radio operator; it is also social. Good times!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
73, Mark, KI6HOB [RVRN member 1509, NCS] 
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DAVE, N8SBE 

The ARROW Radio Club had Field Day again this year at the soccer fields north of the Ann Arbor, MI airport. 

We operated class 5A this year, with two CW, two SSB, and one digital station, plus a GOTA station and some 
VHF/UHF stations in the information tent, which were used to send our traffic bonus points. 

We also had visitors from the ARRL Michigan Section Manager, 
Ralph Katz, AA8RK, and from several elected officials, including our 
city mayor and US House of Representatives Congresswoman, 
Debbie Dingell. 

 

I was Captain this year of the CW 80/20/15/10M station, which was 
housed in my 2019 Alpine 5th wheel, using my Elecraft K4D.  The 
operator is Arun, W8ARU. 

  

The antennas were wire antennas, mounted on 40-
foot fiberglass masts, made out of 4-foot army 
surplus camouflage tent masts.  Pictured is the CW 
80/20/15/10M fan dipole. 

 

 

 

I also 

supplied the station for the Get On The Air (GOTA) station – an 
Elecraft K3S. 

 

73, Dave, N8SBE [RVRN member 1995, NCS].   also:  HamsOverIP 101018, AmateurWire 1348, NexNet 4197 
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JACKIE, KJ5JAA; AND JOHN, KJ5FIA 

Hope you recovered from Field Day!  John and I spent a 
little time working 40 meters, but more time with 
someone who had only done FT8 and had not spoken on 
the radio.  We spoke with people who had licenses or 
were planning to get them about radio, testing, and the 
club.  John made about 40 contacts. 

 

 

 

73, Jackie, KJ5JAA [RVRN member 2223] 

JJ, WR5E 

Wow, what a great Field Day (FD) experience!  It did not disappoint either.  This was my first FD outing since 
the mid-‘80s!  The idea of going out for FD appeared last fall; I wondered whether to do it, then realized it was 
the right path.  I had a wonderful time preparing, setting up, and getting back into the Field Day groove.   

Field Day 2026 for me was at Eleven Mile State Park, about 55 miles west of Colorado Springs, CO.  I was at 
one of the Park’s dry camping sites on the south side of Eleven Mile Reservoir at 8600 ft ASL. 

I was limited to operating a maximum of 24 hours since setting up around sunset the previous night, Friday, 
26JUN.  I operated for 19.5 of the 24 hours.  Although unplanned, I decided to get some sleep a bit after 
midnight – I was tired, my QSO rate was dwindling a bit, and figured my 40m QSO rate would improve in the 
early morning with more active stations “on the air”.  After a short sleep, I was back “on” at 0420 MT with a 
nice cup of coffee, making some good contacts to my east and west on 40m until well after local sunrise, and 
then more in the western US on 15 and 10m toward FD’s end (at 1159 MT for me).  Overall, 40m was the best 
producing band, followed by 10m and 15m.  Somehow, I could not make even one QSO on 20m. 

The 93 QSOs ranged from easy to challenging, though I wanted to make more.  I operated QRP (5-watt output) 
and, in the 1B FD category, was battery-powered, recharged only by solar (and wind). 

The DC power consumption was actively managed before and during the Field Day event, using only what was 
necessary to support my operation.  The rig has 400 Ah of Battery (4 x 100 Ah Lithium (LiFePo4) Batteries) 
along with 800 W of Solar (8 x 100 W Solar Panels on the Roof). 

The DC Power System’s state at 1159 am MT (1759 UTC), Sat., 27JUN26 (a minute before 
Field Day starting):  
• The DC System’s “State of Charge” was 99.8% (essentially 100%).  

The DC Power System’s state at 1205 pm MDT (1805 UTC), Sun., 28JUN26 (5 minutes 
after my Field Day operation ended):  
• The important aspect of the screenshot is the “Consumed Ah” value of -139.9 Ah 

(from 0000 MT Sun., 28JUN to 1159 MDT). Correlating with that value is the “State of 
Charge” value at 66%. 

• The lowest SOC value was 59% around 0730-0800 MT, before the sun rose high 
enough and cleared the mountain crest to my east. 

• The “Current” value of 16.77A is the net charge – the Solar was contributing power 
while it was being consumed by the Yaesu FTDX10 Transceiver.  
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Only a few 12VDC devices were “on” in the RV overnight: the refrigerator (drawing ~5 A when cycling on) and 
the propane furnace (fan drawing ~9 A when cycling on).  A few items were using 12VDC while operating:  a 
MacBook Pro laptop (negligible draw), a K1EL WKmini Keyer (negligible draw), the Yaesu FTDX10 transceiver 
(~2.1 A in receive and ~7.8 A in transmit at 5W output), and a small USB-powered desk lamp (negligible draw). 

Now, to refine things for Winter Field Day and next year’s Field Day! 

 

73, JJ, WR5E [RVRN member 1595, Director, Newsletter Editor, Governance Lead] 

New Technician Question Pool  

The following is an AI-generated summary of the differences between the 2022 and 2026 Technician question 
pools.  A total of 182 questions were modified, added, or removed.  The breakdown is as follows: 

• Modified:  Approximately 155 questions were revised to improve wording, update content, or replace 
distractors.  

• Removed:  30 questions were eliminated.  

• Added:  27 new questions were generated and added. 

This revision reduced the total number of questions in the pool from 412 (2022–2026) to 409 (2026–2030).  
The new pool started on July 1, 2026.  

Thanks, JD, W1JD, for this information. 

Contributed by:  Michelle, N3YRZ [RVRN member 1430, President, NCS Coordinator, Awards Lead] 

Travel Safety and You 

In a recent RVRN Governance Committee Zoom meeting covering the forthcoming Rally Standard Operating 
Procedure (SOP), the subject of emergency contact information came up regarding our Rallies and making 
sure the attendees have that information. 

JJ, WR5E, mentioned that he usually jots down certain emergency information pertinent to their current 
location and posts that information near their egress door.  I was involved in commercial and industrial 
construction for 49 years, and that reminded me of an OSHA requirement to have emergency information 
posted at our job sites. 

We thought this might make a good thing to cover in the newsletter, and so this article was born. 

Chameleon TDL 
antenna with base 
~15’ above ground 
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Following is a list of the information you may want to include: 

• Local Emergency Numbers (Police, Fire, and Ambulance, just in case 911 doesn’t work), don’t forget the 

park ranger station if you are in a state or national park. 

• Your campground name, address, and site number to give emergency responders if you need to call them 

for help 

• Location of nearest Emergency Room Facilities and/or Urgent Care Facility, and how to get there. Maybe 

putting a pin in your phone. 

• Know where the nearest safe spot is in case of a tornado or severe storm.  This is usually posted 

somewhere at the campground; if not, ask. 

• A number for Poison Control:  1-800-222-1222. 

This all reminded me of a video I once saw from the “Today is Someday” YouTube couple, who did something 
similar to what JJ discussed.  While I could not find their specific template, I figured that between AI and me, 
we could generate one. 

I spent some time working on a .pdf file you can print and fill out when you arrive at your campsite.  This .pdf 
can also be printed and laminated so you can use a dry-erase marker or even a grease pencil, allowing it to be 
used multiple times. 

If you want a file for printing, let me know at tim_s_myers@outlook.com, and I will send you one.  If there is 
enough interest, we may be able to make it available on the RVRadioNetwork.com website. 

 

73, Tim, WA8MD [RVRN member 2041, VP, QSL Manager, NCS] 

Classified Ads On the RVRN Website! 

Ham Radio and RV-related equipment can be bought and sold!  
Anybody can view, but only RVRN members can post ads via 
the link: https://rvradionetwork.com/classifieds.php 

 

 

mailto:tim_s_myers@outlook.com
https://rvradionetwork.com/classifieds.php
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Tech Perspectives 

Battery Box –  Build or Buy 

I was in the market for a battery box/generator.  I thought I could definitely use it for boondocking for my 
radio setup and thought up other reasons for its use.  I knew we could use it for our Starlink and our portable 
refrigerator during our travels.  While researching for one, I got to thinking about being a Ham and decided 
that I would build one instead of purchasing one.  Some reasons to build one included:  

• Satisfaction, of course, in building it myself. 

• Cost of purchasing one versus building one 

• Ability to replace parts as needed or upgrade them. 

Having decided to build one, I started sourcing the parts online.  Most of the parts I got off Amazon, but I had 
already purchased the wiring for my RV solar project and had that on hand.  Some of the major parts I 
purchased included: 

• Mini Lithium 100 Ah battery 

• Victron battery shunt 

• Box to house the parts from Home Depot (Lowe’s had a smaller version that would also work) 

• Marine 12V fuse block 

• Victron Solar Controller 100/20 

• Anderson connector charge port 

• Anderson Power poles  

• 12V lighter plug 

• USB outlet 

• Inverter 

• Power switches 

• NOCO 120V female port for solar charging 

I gathered the parts and the box and decided on a layout that I thought would work. I began assembling the 
components in the box by bolting the parts to it. I placed the battery in the center and temporarily put a piece 
of foam to hold it in place. I plan to use small wood strips, through-bolted, to hold the battery in place and 
remove the foam. I had planned to remove the foam, but it has been working well, so I have decided to leave 
it in place for now. 
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The electrical wire I had on hand was from my RV install on the camper.  I pretty much made all the cables 
with a hydraulic crimper and began to hook the components together.  I used a 50-Amp Anderson port for 
charging the battery with my charger and will use the solar when boondocking.  I have two portable 100W 
panels I use for my camper, and I will use those to charge the battery box.  I also have Anderson 12V ports for 
my radio, USB outlets for charging, and a 12V plug for my portable refrigerator.  I switched those ports to turn 
off when not needed, and they are fused through the fuse block. 

Everything was pretty easy to install, and so far, it has worked great.  We have used it over the last year on 
quite a few trips.  I’ve been able to run my Setpower fridge for just over 4 days on freezer mode but haven’t 
tested how long it’ll run on refrigerator mode.  Also, I have used it to transfer water from portable water tanks 
into the RV when boondocking.  We’ve run the Starlink on it as well and, of course, my Yaesu 891 with tuner.  
The inverter has powered a portable fan, and I am sure we will find other uses as well.  It is a great tool to 
have and will get a lot of use. 

In conclusion, this was a fun project to build.  With the solar controller recently installed, I probably have $400 
in it, give or take.  I could have used a smaller box, but this one did give me a little more room.  One more side 
note:  I use a regular extension cord on my portable solar panels to charge the batteries in my camper, and I 
also use it to charge the battery box.  I always carry an extension cord in the camper, and this helps me cut 
down on carrying additional cables with MC4 connectors. 

73, Kelly, KC5MEM [RVRN member 1486] 



RVRN Network News August 2026 Page  
 

 

19  

Grid Locator Resources 

There may have been a challenging time trying to figure out your grid square when away from your home 
QTH.  I experienced that “what is my grid square” problem while operating portable during a Parks on the Air 
(POTA) activation prior to Field Day.  Somehow, the idea of getting a quick, accurate grid square location had 
not occurred to me before then.  The catalyst for finding a solution was also to help my oldest son, Nate, 
KD5OCU, get set up for his POTA and Summits on the Air (SOTA) activities, which included determining his grid 
square location.  Finding a solution that helped both of us was great! 

While it is effective but not very elegant, QRZ’s “Grid Mapper” feature has been the way to find my grid by 
dropping a pin on the map, messing around adjusting the view, and then finally seeing what the grid square is.  
QRZ.com/Resources/Grid Mapper is at: https://www.qrz.com/gridmapper.  It works, but there is a better way! 

For those using iOS devices, a great little app found 
earlier this year is the free “QTH Locator” app.  It 
was found in Apple’s App Store – search for “QTH 
locator”, find “QTH Grid Square Locator”, and install. 

Just touching the app brings up a screen showing my 
location and grid square overlaid on a map.  Quick 
and easy!  One aspect not shown is your location’s 
elevation – not critical, but nice to know at times. 

 

Another one I “sort of” like is the free “Easy QTH 
Locator,” also available on the App Store.  
Unfortunately, the free version does not show your 
location on a map, but does show your elevation. 

I would think that Android-based devices would also have free grid location apps available. 

Of course, to use a cell phone or web-based apps, some form of internet access (e.g., WiFi, cell service, 
Starlink, etc.) is needed.  Cell service can be quite “iffy” or even unavailable depending on your location.  For 
me, cell service is often not available when boondocking here in Colorado; I usually rely on the Starlink Mini 
(at least my wife and/or daughter can get ahold of me, and vice versa).  You could also find your grid square 
with QRZ before arriving, while still having cell or internet service. 

73, JJ, WR5E [RVRN member 1595, Director, Newsletter Editor, Governance Lead] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.qrz.com/gridmapper
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Chameleon Tactical Delta Loop Antenna (CHA TDL)  

My primary interest in the Chameleon portable Tactical 
Delta Loop antenna was its impressive 500 Watt 
capability working SSB phone mode. The antenna can be 
purchased with either a 100 Watt or a 500 Watt coil; I 
have the 500 Watt version. 

The Delta Loop is a relatively quiet and versatile antenna 
that has impressive characteristics in both its vertical and 
horizontal position. 

Note that the recommended deployment for this 
particular TDL is in the vertical configuration, giving it bi-
directional characteristics. It is relatively easy to 
hand-rotate the antenna when ground-
mounted or on a portable mast. 

 Compared with my other portable antenna 
systems, the CHA TDL is rather heavy, has a 
substantial wind load, and, at 15 feet tall and 
25.5 feet wide, is generally a bit unruly to 
deploy. The posted weight is 5 pounds, but its 
large size can make it a handful to deploy on a 
breezy day while standing on an RV roof. 

Fortunately, it packs down small and stows nicely in 
its optional carry bag with room for 40 feet of RG-
8X coax and a few small hand tools too. 

The Chameleon TDL kit can be deployed as a delta 
loop, a dipole, a vertical whip, or in a “V” style 
configuration. A stainless-steel mounting spike is 
included in the kit, so if you do not have a mast, you 
can simply ground-mount the antenna on the spike. 

All the details are explained in the owner’s manual, 
and all the parts needed to build these 
configurations are included in the kit. 

The owner’s manual (available online) is quite 
detailed and is certainly worth a look before 
purchasing this antenna. 

Far Field plots and other data for the Chameleon TDL radiation pattern can be found at the following web 
page:  https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0695/0024/0118/files/CHA_TDL.pdf?v=1741205099 

At the time of this writing, the 500 Watt version of the TDL antenna is priced at $435. The optional carry case 
(called the CHA Sling Bag) is priced at $80. 

While a bit expensive, the antenna and the case are both of the extreme high quality that can be expected 
from all Chameleon Antenna Products. 

Check their website at:  https://chameleonantenna.com/. 

https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0695/0024/0118/files/CHA_TDL.pdf?v=1741205099
https://chameleonantenna.com/
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NOTES: 

1. Frequencies used in the above chart were selected out of 
commonality with typical phone mode communications and 
do not in any way reflect the sweet spot in the SWR curve. 

2. Antenna Analyzer used for test:  RigExpert AA-55Z. 

3. Coax used:  36 feet of RG-8X. 

4. Antenna mounted on a 30-foot fiberglass mast. 

5. No part of the antenna or coax was grounded. 

6. Grounding the coax shield made little difference in readings. 

7. Rotating the antenna 90 degrees made little difference in 
the readings. 

8. Factory posted SWR readings are available in the TDL 
owner’s manual at:  
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0695/0024/0118/files/CH
A_TDL.pdf?v=1741205099 

 

CHA TDL Delta Loop Antenna 

Lowest VSWR Readings Obtainable 

Lowest VSWR Freq (MHz) 

 1.19:1 19.250 

 1.21:1 6.110 

 1.23:1 36.360 

 

 

 

 

 

CHA TDL VSWR Readings 

500 Watt Hybrid Mini Version 

Antenna Height:  30 Feet Above Ground 

Band 
(meters) 

Freq 
(MHz) 

VSWR 

 75 3.920  4.85:1 

 40 7.264  2.65:1 

 20 14.285  2.20:1 

 17 18.158  1.35:1 

 15 21.345  1.40:1 

 12 24.970  2.20:1 

 10 28.450  2.50:1 

 6 51.450  1.55:1 

 

 

 

 

 

73, George, AD2IH [RVRN member 2115, NCS] 

 

NOTES: 

1. The three readings posted above reflect the lowest possible 
SWR obtainable by doing a wide frequency sweep of the 
antenna. These are the three frequencies at which the SWR 
dips occur.  

2. Antenna Analyzer used for test:  RigExpert AA-55Z. 

3. Coax used:  36 feet of RG-8X. 

4. Antenna mounted on a 30-foot fiberglass mast. 

5. No part of the antenna or coax was grounded. 

6. Grounding the coax shield made little difference in readings. 

https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0695/0024/0118/files/CHA_TDL.pdf?v=1741205099
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0695/0024/0118/files/CHA_TDL.pdf?v=1741205099
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Calendar 

The RVRN’s main website, https://rvradionetwork.com, has current information on upcoming rallies, 
gatherings, and events.  The link to all our future rallies and events is at:  http://rvrn.net/. 

If you know of a great RV or Ham Radio-related event that other RVRN members or potential members may 
enjoy attending, please let us know at board@rvradionetwork.com. 

Upcoming Rallies and Gatherings 

RVRN FALL RALLY 2026 –  OCTOBER 4-9, 2026 

The RVRN’s Fall Rally 2026 is scheduled from Sunday, October 4, to Friday, 
October 9, 2026, at Unhitched RV Park and Campground in Milton, FL 
(about 25 miles northeast of Pensacola, FL). 

Unhitched RV Park and Campground 
8700 Gulf Pines Dr 
Milton, FL 32583 
https://www.unhitchedrv.com/locations/unhitched-milton 

Make your camping reservation directly with the campground.  Be sure to 
tell them you are with the RV Radio Network Rally. 

Campground Rally Site Rates:  The Rally rate range starts from $68 per day.  
The rates are for 2 adults and 2 children, age 11 and younger.  The Rally rates only apply to the actual 5 rally 
nights.  All sites include 30/50-amp electric service, water, sewer, WiFi, and cable TV. 

The RVRN Fall Rally 2026 application is at:  https://rvradionetwork.com/FallRallyApp2026.php 

Rally Hosts Harold, N5IL, and Joyce have a range of activities and events captured in the Rally’s schedule.  The 
up-to-date Fall Rally information and schedule are on the RVRN website at 
https://rvradionetwork.com/fallrally26.php. 

The RVRN has been invited to a local Hamfest in Crestview, FL, on the Saturday following the Rally, October 
10th.  Harold states that they have given the RVRN 2 tables inside to display RVRN programs and are doing a lot 
to promote the RVRN program and membership.  They have limited RV dry parking on site. 

Please notify Rally Host, Harold, N5IL, and Joyce when you reserve your site.  Either email Harold at 
hbell2209@gmail.com or call 512-831-9224. 

QUARTZFEST GATHERING –  JANUARY 17-23, 2027 

Are you planning to be in Arizona for Quartzfest in January?  If so, consider attending 
the Quartzfest Gathering 2027 with the RVRN group from January 17 to 23, 2027.  RVRN 
members and those interested in joining the group will camp in a central area and 
gather for social events, as we have in years past.  Many will also be camping nearby. 

The Quartzfest website is at:  https://quartzfest.org. 

The RVRN plans to draw award and gift certificates for RVRN members. 

A sign-up link should be available soon to coordinate RVRN’s plans, activities, and the central camping area for 
the Quartzfest Gathering 2027 event. 

JJ, WR5E, is the host for the Quartzfest Gathering 2027.  Contact JJ at:  jj@wr5e.net, or call 303.304.0237. 
  

http://rvrn.net/
mailto:board@rvradionetwork.com
https://www.unhitchedrv.com/locations/unhitched-milton
https://rvradionetwork.com/FallRallyApp2026.php
https://rvradionetwork.com/fallrally26.php
mailto:hbell2209@gmail.com
https://quartzfest.org/
mailto:jj@wr5e.net
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HAMCATION GATHERING –  FEBRUARY 12-14, 2027 

The RVRN is once again planning a HamCation Gathering 2027 during the 
HamCation hamfest in Orlando, coinciding with the HamCation event held 
February 12-14, 2027.  Over recent years, RVRN members attending HamCation 
have camped on the fairgrounds alongside members of the WBCCI (RV Service 
Net) and the FRVA (formerly the FMCA) Amateur Radio Chapter.  RVRN has also 
held individual and joint social gatherings with these groups. 

A signup link should be available soon for coordinating RVRN’s plans, activities, 
and camping areas for the HamCation Gathering. Day  

Up-to-date information for the RVRN’s HamCation Gathering will be available soon on our Rallies-Events page 
at http://rvrn.net/. 

HamCation hamfest event:  https://www.hamcation.com/ 

Stephen, NY4NC, is the host for the RVRN HamCation Gathering 2027. 

RVRN SPRING RALLY – MAY 15-20, 2027 

The RVRN’s Spring Rally 2027 is scheduled from Saturday, May 15, 
to Thursday, May 20, 2027.  The Spring Rally 2027 will also be held 
in the same location as the Spring Rally 2026 at Follow the River RV 
Resort in Florence, IN. 

The Spring Rally 2026 will occur just before the 2027 Dayton 
Hamvention at the Greene County Expo Center on the northeast 
side of Xenia, OH.  The Dayton Hamvention runs from Friday to 
Sunday, May 21-23, 2027.  It is about a 107-mile drive to the Dayton 
Hamvention area, which generally takes around 2.1 hours from the 
campground to the Greene County Fairgrounds. 

The Spring Rally 2027 should be a great time for all. 

Details for the Spring Rally 2027 should be available soon on our 
Rallies-Events page at http://rvrn.net/. 

Follow The River RV Resort’s website:  
https://www.followtheriverrvresort.com. 

Your Spring Rally 2027 Rally Hosts are:  Tim, K9TCF, and JoAnne, 
K9JMF.  

Questions? (email) or Call: Tim, K9TCF, 260-437-7702; or JoAnne, K9JMF, 260-341-0265. 

RVRN FALL RALLY 2027 

The RVRN Fall Rally 2027 is planned for the Sacramento Valley at the Flag City 
RV Resort in Lodi, CA, from Thursday, Sep. 23, to Wed., Sep. 29, 2027. 

Details for the Fall Rally 2027 should start becoming available later this year 
and in early 2027 on our Rallies-Events page at http://rvrn.net/. 

The Flag City RV Resort website is at:  https://www.flagcityrvresort.com. 

Your Fall Rally 2027 Rally Hosts are:  Terry, N6MON, and Debra, N6MQQ. 

http://rvrn.net/
https://www.hamcation.com/
http://rvrn.net/
https://www.followtheriverrvresort.com/
http://tim@flyingshepherds.com
http://rvrn.net/
https://www.flagcityrvresort.com/
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Upcoming Events 

WINTER FIELD DAY –  JANUARY 23-24, 2027 

The Winter Field Day Association (WFDA) says that the ability to conduct emergency 
communication in a winter environment is just as important as the preparation and practice that 
take place each summer, but with some unique operational concerns. The details for Winter Field 
Day 2027 will be provided. The Winter Field Day website:  https://winterfieldday.org/index.php 

DAYTON HAMVENTION –  MAY 21-23, 2027 

The Dayton Hamvention event will be from Friday through Sunday, May 21-23, 2027.  
The event will be at the Greene County Expo Center in Xenia, OH.  

Greene County Expo Center 
120 Fairground Rd, 
Xenia, OH 45385 

The RVRN is not currently planning on a Gathering in the Hamvention’s area. However, 
some members often get together while camping at Caesar Creek State Park. 

Any details for getting together during the Dayton Hamvention should be available 
soon on our Rallies-Events page at http://rvrn.net/. 

A regular event with many members and friends getting together is dinner at Nick’s on the Hamvention’s 
opening day (Friday). 

DINNER AT NICK’S FRIDAY, MAY 21, 2027 

After a long first day at the Hamvention, a group of RVRN members and friends 
will meet again, probably around 5:15 pm, late Friday afternoon, May 21st, at 
Nick’s Restaurant, located at 1443 N Detroit St, Xenia, OH, where we have 
gathered in previous years.  Nick’s is situated on the back side of the Dayton 
Hamvention. 

This will be a “pay for your own meal” event. 

The details for getting together at Nick’s should be available soon at http://rvrn.net. 

Tim, WA8MD, is once again planning to head up the event for those interested in meeting for a nice dinner 
and camaraderie at Nick’s. 

FIELD DAY –  JUNE 26-27, 2027 

ARRL Field Day is the most popular on-the-air event held annually in the US and Canada.  On 
the fourth weekend of June, radio amateurs gather with their clubs, groups, or simply with 
friends to operate from remote locations.  The details for Field Day 2027 will be provided. 

FUTURE RVRN RALLIES, GATHERINGS, AND EVENTS 

We need your help!  We really do!  If you have an idea or are interested in hosting or assisting with a Rally or 
Gathering this year, next year, or in the future — whether in the Spring, Fall, Winter, or Summer; in the West, 
East, North, South, Midwest, Rockies, coastal areas, or even the desert — we would love to hear from you. 

Likewise, if you know of any Amateur Radio- or RV-related events that the RVRN can leverage from, contribute 
to, or participate in, then please share those as well.  Send your suggestions to board@rvradionetwork.com. 

2027 

Field Day 
2027 

https://winterfieldday.org/index.php
http://rvrn.net/
http://rvrn.net/
mailto:board@rvradionetwork.com
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Committee Reports 

RVRN Committee Reports cover the first  (1st) quarter – May through July 2026. 

Membership 

RVRN's 2026-27 1st Quarter fiscal and membership year was completed on July 31, 2026. 

As of August 1st, we have 370 total members.  Of those, 311 are Full Members (Full Dues 
Rate), 46 are Full Members (Family Dues Rate), and 13 are Life Members. 

While no current members are due for renewal at this time, renewals and re-joins 
(expired memberships) can be made at any time on our website: 
https://rvradionetwork.com/membership.php. 

For questions about your membership, please contact Calvin, KC1M, at:  membership@rvradionetwork.com. 

Communications 

Things have been small, which is not unusual this time of year. It is summer, and the 
people want to be outside as much as they can be. It is not unusual for that and is the 
same year after year. Business will pick up as the days get shorter and people will be 
inside more and more. There are a lot of our members who are traveling this time of 
year. 

I am confident that as the fall time comes, we will see far more Net members on the Nets as nighttime comes 
closer to us. We do have an excellent number checking in most nights. 

Respectfully, Fred 

IT/Webmaster 

Migrated the website.  Hank, K4HM, was instrumental in solving the issues that arose as 
a result of moving the items to the new server.  Hank created the website and all of its 
intricacies.  It would have taken much longer without his expertise.  Finding bugs in code 
is not an easy task.  He spent many hours on the project. 

Made some changes to how to pay for the Fall Rally to avoid PayPal fees. 

Added a shared files link to the Membership page. 

Added 2026 minutes to the Board page. 

Currently working on a design for smaller screens.  When accessing the site, the screen size (cell, tablet, or 
computer) will be automatically detected.  When approved by the Board, it will be implemented.   

Still looking for a younger person to take over. 

If any questions, please contact Theresa, KC3WXB, at gmatr2015@gmail.com. 

Theresa, KC3WXB 

Calvin, KC1M 

Fred, KA2HPG 

https://rvradionetwork.com/membership.php
http://membership@rvradionetwork.com
http://gmatr2015@gmail.com
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Publicity/PR 

The RVRN’s Publicity/Public Relations (PR) group has been active across multiple social 
media platforms during the 1st Quarter, especially during the Spring Rally and Field Day. 

You can follow RVRN on Instagram: @rvradionetwork. Any member fluent with 
Instagram who would like to help the club grow this social media presence, please 

get in touch with me at:  kc1m@yahoo.com. 

The RVRN has both a Facebook page and a “Members Only” Facebook Group. We will cross-post club 
information from our Facebook page and the “Members Only” Facebook group. The RVRN page at 

https://www.facebook.com/rvradionetwork is open to all Facebook users, whether they are RVRN members 
or not. Anyone can Like and Follow our Facebook page. 

The RVRN “Members’ Only” Facebook Group is accessible only to club members. You’ll need to join and 
answer all the questions to be approved. Our membership shares many posts that interest both RVers and 
Hams. Please ask to join at:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/rvradionetwork. 

Whenever you see posts on our Facebook page, please share them with your friends and with any other 
groups or pages you follow, especially other Ham groups.  This helps us reach those who may be interested. 

RVRN’s Discord server is operational for members.  The Discord platform facilitates interactions among 
members on multiple topics, providing “easy-to-find” questions and answers on various subjects. 

Join the RVRN Discord server at https://discord.gg/wajKyHDhG5.  The following channels are available: 
# rvrn-net-announcements 
# general-chat 
# where-are-we-this-week 
# radios-amps 
# tuners-antennas 
# rv-chat 
# fall-rally-2026 
# weekly-rvrn-video-net 
# quartzfest -2027 
# yuma-hamfest-2027 
# hamcation-2027 
# rv-upgrades 
# discord-tips-and-questions 
# rvrn-awards 
# spring-rally-2027 
# hamvention-2027 
# fall-rally-2027 

For any social media information or requests, please contact: kc1m@yahoo.com. 

To find out more about Discord and how it works: https://discord.com/ 

For new Discord users, Tim, WA8MD, has prepared a Zoom presentation covering the basics.  Please download 
the video file at: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h1vYi_77rX52VQmv9fRaJdKtUsraxGPA/view?usp=drive_link. 

Calvin, KC1M 

/Users/RJ/Documents/Ham_RVRN/Network_News/NN_25q2_2511/@rvradionetwork
mailto:kc1m@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/rvradionetwork
https://www.facebook.com/groups/rvradionetwork
https://discord.gg/wajKyHDhG5
http://kc1m@yahoo.com
https://discord.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h1vYi_77rX52VQmv9fRaJdKtUsraxGPA/view?usp=drive_link
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Awards 

The time to qualify for the special 250th of the USA pin for checking into a net during 
July is still going as I write this on July 20 (and we have 40 eligibles for the pin). It will be 
passed by the time the newsletter is issued. I will post on the website by August 5, how 
many and who earned. Please be patient. I will also be sending out letters with ways to 
get your pin.  

Our next timed award will be Labor Day.  Check into a net on Labor Day (technicians 
may check in to the multimode net on the Thursday before Labor Day) and tell us about 
your first job or a job-related story.   A certificate will be sent.  

Awards earned this quarter: 

Radio Network Spirit Award for Nets: 
2nd Quarter 2026 George, AD2IH 

Radio Network Spirit Award for Events: 
Spring Rally  Jim, W1IK 

Most times checked into a net: 
20 Meters Jim, W1IK  41 
40-Meter KC9UDL  172 
40-Meter Western Mark, KI6HOB  18 
Multimode Stephen, NY4NC 27 

Rally Hosts Pins: 
Tim, K9TCF; and Joanne, K9JMF 

Special Service Keychains: 
Roy, KB9ORF; Jim, W1IK; Tom, W3TOM; Phil, W4AKY; and Lindsey (Follow the River RV Resort) 

NCS Awards 

NCS pin: 
25 Nets  Harold, N5IL 

On the Move: 
Tim, WA8MD  

We have some folks that have checked into nets from different locations, and the awards committee would 
like to reward that.  Please put in an application so we can get those out.  Remember this award uses where 
the operator was…no contacts are needed…so even if you were using a remote, it does count. 

Michelle, N3YRZ [RVRN member 1430, President, NCS Coordinator, Awards Lead] 

Logistics 

I grew up camping with my family. I had many good times doing so. When I grew up, I 
continued to camp. When my wife, Ruth, and I had children, we also went camping. At 
that time, we mostly camped with tents. We finally got to the point where tent camping 
was no longer desirable. We did not camp for several years until our daughter suggested 
we camp on the way to visit them in their new house. That started us on the journey of 
camping in a travel trailer. Our first trailer was an R-Pod 179, which we used from 2016 
to 2023. The layout was such that it was getting more difficult, so we visited an RV show in Raleigh and 
decided to purchase the current trailer. We had many trips with the old trailer and have continued to travel 
with the new trailer. 

My Ham Radio journey began when I was complaining to a local ham about lack of cell towers on our western 
trips. He suggested Ham Radio. In 2020, I tested and passed the Technician exam. Later that year, I passed the 

Michelle, N3YRZ 

Stephen, NY4NC 
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General exam. In 2021, I passed the Amateur Extra exam. I have always liked technology, and so I have 
equipped my trailer, tow vehicle, and ham shack with HF, VHF, and UHF radios along with the antennas 
needed to operate. 

I appreciate the opportunity to contribute to the RV Radio Network by serving as Logistics Coordinator. I hope 
that it will make having the right equipment at the right locations easier. 

Respectfully, Stephen, NY4NC [RVRN member 1681, Logistics Coordinator] 

Governance 

Just to highlight, Governance has four (4) thrusts at this time: 

• Rally Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) 

• Election SOP 

• Officer, Director, and Committee Leads Descriptions 

• By-Laws update 

After a painfully slow start, progress is finally being made on the forthcoming Rally SOP.  The Governance 
Committee has been meeting regularly via Zoom to work through the Rally SOP draft.  The target for 
completion of the Rally SOP is before the end of August.  That would enable the Board’s review prior to the 
September Board meeting and its acceptance at the meeting. 

Once the Rally SOP is accepted, the “Leads Description” document is most likely next to be generated. 

Governance comprises Michelle, N3YRZ; Tim, WA8MD; Kelly, KC5MEM; and myself.  The email address for the 
Governance Committee is governance@rvradionetwork.com. 

Newsletter 

It was really good for this newsletter’s cycle to receive several articles without asking!  
Those contributions were great to see and get inserted!  I can only hope to receive more 
in the future.  One of my goals is to make this newsletter, and the RVRN in general, 
interesting for all members, along with potential members. 

There is a small collection of short Field Day perspectives from a few RVRN Members.  I 
can only hope it inspires more members to share their experiences on the RVRN social media and/or in a 
future newsletter.  Let’s see what is going on with each other! 

As stated in the past, your contributions, submissions, suggestions, hints, ideas, photographs, reports, and 
recommendations are not just welcome; they are vital!  They highlight what we, the RVRN, really are and what 
we do. 

If you are unsure about developing an idea, please reach out to me so we can work together to bring that 
concept to life.  I am happy to help you draft it if needed.  Potential articles or photo contributions related to 
RVs, amateur radio, and especially the combination of the two, are of particular interest to the Network 
News.  This includes operating from your RV (including virtually remoting back to your home station), your 
operating position (including challenges, constraints, installation, etc.), radio installation, your RV’s antennas 
and their mountings, RVs in general, and even the fantastic location you visited or operated from. 

I am always wanting, searching, and even pleading for content.  Help me help all of us! 

The Network News will only be as great as each version’s content!  I look forward to working with you!  Please 
reach out to me via any of the following paths: 

Email: jj@wr5e.net 
Phone: 303.304.0237  (voice, text message) 

JJ, WR5E 

JJ, WR5E 

mailto:governance@rvradionetwork.com
mailto:jj@wr5e.net
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The End 

Humor, Quotes, and Such 

Humor 

My teachers told me I’d never amount to much since I procrastinate a lot. 
I told them, “Just you wait!” 
  Source:  The Flyover, Monday, April 16, 2026; https://jointheflyover.com/jokes-riddles/monday-april-13-2026/ 

Quotes 

“The best thing to hold onto in life is each other.” – Audrey Hepburn 
“If you want something said, ask a man; if you want something done, ask a woman.” — Margaret Thatcher 
“It ain’t what you don’t know that gets you into trouble. It’s what you know for sure that just ain’t so.” —

Mark Twain 
“It is not that we have a short time to live, but that we waste much of it.” — Seneca 
“Do not put off until tomorrow what can be put off till the day-after-tomorrow just as well.” – Mark Twain  
“Men do not beat drums before hunting tigers.” — from the pilot movie for the series Kung Fu 
“The cure for boredom is curiosity. There is no cure for curiosity.” — Ellen Parr 
“A pessimist is one who makes difficulties of his opportunities and an optimist is one who makes 

opportunities of his difficulties.” —Harry S. Truman 
“Weak people revenge. Strong people forgive. Intelligent people ignore.” ― Albert Einstein 

 

 

https://jointheflyover.com/jokes-riddles/monday-april-13-2026/
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    Calvin and Jane on Monday, 08JUN26? 
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Haikus –  Ham Style 

TOM KENNY, NJ2DX POSTED JANUARY 12,  2 024  

SAT DXCC 
Green cube soaring high in sky 
Grazie Italy 

JAN DITZIAN, KX2A POSTED JANUARY 5,  20 24  

Contest QSO 
You are five by nine today 
Please repeat your call 
 

ALICE GLYNN, KD9COL POSTED DECEMBER 29,  2023 

Out in the fresh air 
It’s time for Parks on the Air 
Friends found everywhere 

ROGER HARRISON, VK2ZRH POSTED DECEMBER 22, 2023  

Oh, CQ Contest. 
Rings throughout the HF bands. 
Five eight here OM 
 

========================================================================================== 
The Ham Radio Haikus listed above are sourced from the Amateur Radio Newsline/Ham Radio Haiku website at 
https://www.arnewsline.org/past-haikus and presented here with ARN’s permission. 

  

https://www.arnewsline.org/past-haikus
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Membership / Renewal 

The RV Radio Network’s membership application or renewal can be completed online from the RV Radio 
Network’s website at:  https://rvradionetwork.com/membership.php. 

Ensure your payment goes to RV Radio Network, which will appear on the final PayPal page when you click on 
the Complete Purchase button. 

The RV Radio Network’s Membership Year is from May 1 to April 30. 

MEMBERSHIP RATES – NEW MEMBER’S PRORATED RATE SCHEDULE 

May 1 - Jul 31 $12.00 prime licensee + $6.00 per additional licensed family member + $2 new fee 

Aug 1 - Oct 31 $9.00 prime licensee + $4.50 per additional licensed family member + $2 new fee 

Nov 1 - Jan 31 $6.00 prime licensee + $3.00 per additional licensed family member + $2 new fee 

Feb 1 - Apr 30 $3.00 prime licensee + $1.50 per additional licensed family member + $2 new fee 

MEMBERSHIP RATE – RENEWALS 

All renewals are due by April 30. 

$12.00 for the prime licensee and $6.00 for each additional licensed family member. 

RVRN Club Call –  WE2RV 

RV Radio Network current members may request use of the club call WE2RV for special events, contests, or general 
QSOs.  Here is how to make a request: 

• Email the Trustee the dates and locations you 
plan to use the club call:  Calvin Means, KC1M, 
at kc1m@yahoo.com. 

• If available, you will receive a return email 
with your authorization.  Only one request per 
day will be authorized. 

• Upon completing your request period, you 
must furnish a log of all contacts made with the 
club call.  The log must be converted from your 
logging program to an .adi file, which you then 
send as an email attachment to the Trustee, 
Calvin Means, KC1M, at kc1m@yahoo.com, and 
to the QSL Manager, Tim, WA8MD, at 
tim_s_myers@outlook.com 

• The QSL Manager will upload all club call sign usage to LOTW, eQSL, QRZ, and Club Log and handle all 
QSL card requests. 

• While using the WE2RV club call, you should identify as WE2RV/(?) with the “?” being your actual 
location’s call area, such as 4,7, 5, etc.  You can say “WE2RV Portable ?”, but just use the “WE2RV/ ?” in 
your logs.  It is also best to indicate your City, State, County, etc., in your logs.  The Home QTH for the club 
call is Georgia, “4 land”, so please use “/ ?” even if you are located in “2 land”. 

• The WE2RV club call has an OMISS number, OM# 14256, and is great to use as a combination with your 
own station on OMISS and other award-type nets. 

If any questions, then please contact the Trustee, Calvin, KC1M; or the QSL Manager, Tim, WA8MD.

https://rvradionetwork.com/membership.php
mailto:kc1m@yahoo.com
mailto:kc1m@yahoo.com
mailto:tim_s_myers@outlook.com


 

 

RV Radio Network (RVRN) Nets 
40m HF Nets – 7264 KHz  20KHz 

Evening Net 7:00 pm CT (8:00 pm ET) on Sunday – Friday 
Tech Net is on Wednesdays – regular Net with focus on Ham and RV Tech 

Western Net 8:15 pm PT (11:15 pm ET, 10:15 CT, 9:15 MT) on Wednesday-only 
20m HF Net – 14283 KHz  20KHz 

11:15 am CT (12:15 pm ET) on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
 HF Net check-ins start ~15 minutes prior. 
 RVRN’s HF Nets use NetLogger – found on NetLogger (web) or with Net Scraper (iOS) 
 Please check NetLogger or Net Scraper for the exact net frequency being used. 

EchoLink Net 8:00 pm CT (9:00 pm ET) on Thursdays 
Meeting on the Multi-Mode SouthEast Conference Node, *SELINK* 
RVRN EchoLink information details at  https://rvradionetwork.com/echolink.php.  

Information on the Multi-Mode South East Conference Node *SELINK* at 
https://rvradionetwork.com/SELINK.php. 
Subscribe to weekly EchoLink Net reminder/update with Hank, hank@k4hm.net. 

Video Net (Zoom) – 8:00 pm CT (9:00 pm ET) Tuesdays        Meeting ID:  857 9813 5013, 

Passcode: 322640; or with https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85798135013?pwd=JK4LPtK6qXbhdbiS9mYbbviYwAdBXk.1 

Rally or Gathering (in-park):  146.58 MHz Simplex 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

The RVRN is an all-volunteer organization dedicated to serving 
its members. Officers and Directors are elected (on 15APR25, with 

a current term from 01MAY25 to 30APR27). The RVRN President appoints the Committee’s leads and members. 

The RVRN releases the Network News for its members each quarter of RVRN’s fiscal year (AUG, NOV, FEB, and MAY).  
Back issues of Network News are available on the RVRN website at: https://rvradionetwork.com. 

The Network News invites you to share your hints, tips, ideas, photos, and articles with fellow members.  Please send 
those contributions to the Editor, JJ, WR5E, at jj@wr5e.net by the 20th of the month before the release.  If you prefer a 
hard copy printout of the Network News, then please contact the Editor. 

Technical items included in the Network News are for your information only.  The RV Radio Network accepts no legal 
responsibility for such information. 

B a c k  P a g e  

Officers 
President Michelle N3YRZ  
Vice President Tim Myers WA8MD 
Secretary  Bob Carl N0ROB 
Treasurer  Alan Beebe AC0F 

Directors 
 Tim Fox K9TCF 
 Calvin Means KC1M 
 JJ Lambert WR5E 

Immediate Past President 
 Hank Montgomery K4HM 

Committees 
Membership Calvin Means KC1M 
Communications Fred Koch KA2HPG 
ARRL Liaison Tom Abernethy W3TOM 
IT/Webmaster Theresa KC3WXB 
Publicity / PR Calvin Means KC1M 
Awards Michelle N3YRZ 
Logistics Stephen Haffly NY4NC 
Governance  JJ Lambert WR5E 
Newsletter  JJ Lambert WR5E 

Who gets or does what…. 
Financial Questions or Inquiries 
 Treasurer, Alan, AC0F, at:  

https://rvradionetwork.com/mailform.php?recipient=ac0f 
Initial Membership or Renewals 
 Online at:  https://rvradionetwork.com/membership.php 
Membership Inquiries 
 Membership, Calvin, KC1M, at 

:https://rvradionetwork.com/mailform.php?recipient=KC1M 
Website Contributions, Ideas, and Questions 
 Webmaster, Theresa, KC3WXB, at:  gmatr2015@gmail.com 
Nets, Net Questions, Net Control Station (NCS) 
 Communications, Fred, KA2HPG, at: 

https://rvradionetwork.com/mailform.php?recipient=ka2hpg 
Tech Questions 
 Wednesdays on the 40m HF Tech Net 
RVRN Assets and Events Equipment Coordination 
 Logistics Coordinator, Stephen, NY4NC at:  NY4NC.AE@gmail.com 
Governance Questions or Inquiries 
 Governance Committee:  governance@rvradionetwork.com 
Comments, Questions, or Board Issues 
 Link on Website or board@rvradionetwork.com 
Newsletter Contributions, Ideas, Photos, etc. 
 Editor, JJ, WR5E, at:  jj@wr5e.net 

The RV Radio Network club’s call is WE2RV.  Listen for the club call on our nets and at special events, such as rallies.  
Tim, WA8MD, is the QSL Manager.  QSL cards are available.  Criteria for using the club call is available on the website. 

WE2RV 
Trustee Calvin Means KC1M 
QSL Manager  Tim Myers WA8MD 

https://netlogger.org/
https://www.k3clr.com/
https://rvradionetwork.com/echolink.php
https://rvradionetwork.com/SELINK.php
mailto:hank@k4hm.net
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85798135013?pwd=JK4LPtK6qXbhdbiS9mYbbviYwAdBXk.1
https://rvradionetwork.com/
mailto:jj@wr5e.net
https://rvradionetwork.com/mailform.php?recipient=ac0f
https://rvradionetwork.com/membership.php
https://rvradionetwork.com/mailform.php?recipient=KC1M
mailto:gmatr2015@gmail.com
https://rvradionetwork.com/mailform.php?recipient=ka2hpg
mailto:NY4NC.AE@gmail.com
mailto:governance@rvradionetwork.com
mailto:board@rvradionetwork.com
mailto:jj@wr5e.net
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